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OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  WAKEFIELD, 


For  the  Year  ending  February  20,  1868, 


TOGETHER  WITH  TPIE 


Pieport  of  llie  Superintending  School  Committee. 


DOVER,  N.  H. 
LIBBEY  &  CO,,  PRINTERS— ENQUIRER  0;FFICE. 
1  8  6  8. 


EXPENDITURES. 
Statement  of  amount  paid  each  person  in  the  following 
Departments,  as  per  bills  now  filed  in  Selectmen's  office  for 


the  financial  year  ending,  February  20,  1868.  Amount  of 
TowaDebt,  and  resources  of  the  Town. 

STATE  TAX. 

Peter  Sanborn,  State  Treasurer   l,m2S 

COUNTY  TAX. 

Thomas  Nute,  County  Treasurer   1,484  75- 

SCHOOLS. 

School  District  No.  1   9t  50^ 

2   131  97 

"          "            3   50  59 

4   6Y50 

5   IB  U 

6.....   69  04 

1  ;  47  TS 

8   64  15^ 

9   143  86 

10   51  88 

11   29  98 


$827  39' 

SALARIES. 

E.  Wadleigh,  Treasurer   5  00 

Selectman   67  60 

William  A.  Maleham  Selectman  •   76  00  . 

James  McN.  Cook           "    28  00 

Asa  Brown,  Town  Clerk   18  50 

Nathaniel  Barker,  School  Com   26  00- 

Isaac  T.  Clark,  Collector   45  00 

Board  of  Assessors   122  00 

Auditors   4  00 


$392  10' 


4 

PRINTING  AND  STATIONERY. 

George  Wadleigh,  printing  Accounts.  •  55  00 

D.  Lothrop  &  Co.,  paper   3  38 

E.  C.  Eastman  Col.  Book   1  55 

E.  J.  Lane,  Invoice  Books  and  Record  Books  39  24 

B.  W.  Sanborn,  Stationery   1  81 

Libbey  and  Co.,  printing  Check  list. .  .•          ^  5  00 


$111  98 

MINISTERIAL  FUND. 

W.' H.Pike   lY  91 

M.  Perkins   23  88 


$41  19 

TOWN  DEBT. 
Notes  Paid. 

D.  S.  Burley   100  00 

P.  Burley   200  00 

J.  A.  Chesley   S3  21 

S.  A.  Chesley   200  00 

T.  Cloutman   25  00 

J.  Doyle   200  00 

E.  Fogg   500  00 

D.  Gilman   200  00 

J.  P.  Gilman   200  00 

Frank  Hobbs   600  00 

G.  F.  Hobbs   TOO  00 

C.  Jones   600  00 

R.  Moulton   40  00 

,F.  Peters   149  10 

J.Pike   700  00 

R.  Richards   50  00 

•E.  Townsend...   200  00 

W.  E.  Tucker..   100  00 

M.  "Weeks   60  00 

N.  J.  Weeks   48  00 

F.  J.  Wiggin   153  00 

i  S.  M.  Wiggin   25  00 

M.  Allen  ,   200  00 


$5,083  31 
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INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 
Interest  Paid. 

Town  Notes  of  sundry  dates   $1;6Y1  26 

LIQUOR  ACCOUNT. 

U.  S.  Government  for  Tax   22  92 

John  I.  Baker  for  Liquor   148  12 

Canney's  Express  for  freight   3  35 

$113  39 

DOG  TAX  FUND. 

John  Paul,  1  sheep  killed  by  dogs   4  00 

A.  S.  Weeks  I  "       "    4  00 

$8  00 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 
Repairs  of  Town  House. 

T.  N.  Seward;  shingles   35  00 

S.  H.  Smith,  lumber   1  00 

J.  W.  Sanborn,  brick   3  GO 

G.  Allen,  masonry   5  06 

I.  T.  Clark,  labor   6  00 

W.  A.  Maleham,  labor   12  00 


$62  06 

REPAIRS  OP  TOWN  POUND. 

W.  A.  Maleham,  labor   13  00 

"       gate   2  00 


$15  00 

WATERING  TROUGHS. 
Paid  the  following  persons  each,  three  dollars  : 
John  Oilman,  John  W.  Mathes,  Thos.  J.  Dear- 
born, T.  N.  Seward   *  $12  00 

TOWN  PAUPER  DEPARTMENT. 

For  support  of  Town  Paupers   $1,461  12 

of  the  above  sum  two  hundred  and  sixty  one 
dollars  and  forty-eight  cents  were  for  bills 
prior  to  Feb.  20,  1867. 
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COUNTY  PAUPERS. 

For  support  of  County  Paupers   $501  85 

TOWN  PAUPERS. 

The  following  persons  have  been  assisted  the 
past  year  

Nathaniel  Burbank  •  • 

Daniel  Quimby   * 

Charles  Kimball  and  family  

Charles  Bickford   f 

Widow  Betsy  Dame  

*'     Nancy  Edgerly   * 

"     Sally  Philbrick   S 

Louisa  Nutter  f 

Abba  Wentworth  

Mary  Wentworth  •  

Harriet  S.  Cook  

Eoxanna  Page   •  •  •  • 

Albert  Jennes^s  Family  

Martha  Waldron  and  Child  

Child  of  Benj.  Allen  

COUNTY  PAUPERS. 

Joseph  Copp   • .  • 

Moses  Copp  

Wm.  Copp  •  ^ 

Ann  Connolly   • . 

Hadassah  Seavey  

HIGHWAYS. 
Amount  paid  the  several  Districts  for  breaking 


roads,  winter  1866-7   99t  83 

repairing  roads  and  bridges   226  19 

HORN^S  MILL  ROAD. 

County  Commis^oner's  bill   92  18 

Wheeler  &  HalPs    42  50 

Frank  Hobbs                "   68  14: 

"       "       for  money  paid  out ... .  47  00 

J.  W.  Sanborn's  bill   3  00 


r 
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WITH  THE  SELECTMEN  FOR  THE  YEAR  186T-8 

Or. 

Bj  balance  from  Treasurer  of  last  year  885  66 

proceeds  of  Town  Notes   3,888  69 

"       of  State  Literary  fund. ...  49  80 

«                     "    Savings  Banks. . .  80  82 

"    U.  S.  Bounties. ..  418  00 

"       "       County  of  Carroll   417  89 

By  Wm.  Sawyer  interest  on  surplus 

revenue  fund   28  74 

Isaac  T.  Clark  Collector  1864    40  25 

"          "     1865    249  T 9 

*'          "     1866    2,200  00 

Samuel  W.  Roberts,  Liquor  Agent  110  00 

J.  Mo  N.Cook   100 

S.H  Smith   5  00 

Tax  list  of  186T   9,672  79 

$18  048  43 

1868 

Feb.  20,  By  Balance   965  54 

ELIJAH  WADLEIGH, )  Selectmen 
W.  A.  MALEHAM,      [  of 
JAMES  Mc  N.  COOK, )  Wakefield. 

Wakefield,  February  20,  1868. 
The  unersigned  Auditors  of  Accounts  certify  that  we 
have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  and 
.£nd  the  same  correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

ALVAH  H.  SAWYER,]  , 
ISAAC  N.  FELLOWS,  f  ^^^^^ors. 


J 
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E  E  P  O  R  T. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Wakefield : — 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintending  School  Com- 
mittee is  respectfully  submitted. 

It  is  thought  by  those  who  have  been  careful  observers 
of  the  signs  of  the  times,  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  year 
of  unexampled  prosperity  to  the  progress  of  education  ;  that 
the  obligation  of  the  State  to  provide  the  means  of  moral 
and  intellectual  cultivation  for  the  whole  mass  of  its  sub- 
jects, is  felt  more  and  more,  not  only  in  our  own  country, 
but  throughout  the  world.    In  the  progress  of  various  im- 
provements, an  impulse  has  been  awakened  which  demands 
that  all  the  rising  generation  shall  be  taught  the  elements 
of  useful  knowledge.    Even  in  countries  where  a  tyrannical 
government,and  a  tyrannical  church  hierarchy,  that  is  more 
oppressive,  have  long  raised  up  barriers  against  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  this  impulse  can  no  longer  be  resist- 
ed.   In  Austria,  twenty-five  Romish  bishops  attempted  to 
resist  the  light,  and  represented  scientific  instruction,  giv- 
en without  respect  to  creed,  as  having  a  tendency  to  bring 
religion  and  morality  into  contempt.    The  charge  was  in- 
dignantly repudiated,  and  their  perversity  received  a  sharp 
reproof  from  the  Emperor.    The  ruling  purp<^se  of  their  sys- 
tem is  the  same  everywhere,  though  it  may  be  disguised. 
It  would  take  the  Bible  from  our  primary  schools.  Russia 
has  been  engaged  in  the  noble  work  of  providing  schools 
for  the  whole  mass  of  her  subjects  that  have  so  long  been 
held  in  serfdom.    Japan,  with  a  wiser  policy  than  that 
which  imports  iron-dlads  to  strengthen  the  armaments  of 
war,  has  imported  American  school-books. 

In  our  own  country  the  blessings  conferred  by  oursys- 
tem.  of  free  schools,  have  been  extended  to  larger  numbers 
than  ever  before.  The  work  that  was  so  successfullly 
commenced  among  the  Freedmen,  during  the  previous 
year,  has  been  carried  forward  with  encouraging  success. 
The  number  of  schools  reported  by  the  Freedmen^s  Bureau 


is  2,201,  with  2,442  teachers,  of  whom  699  are  colored  per- 
sons. The  number  of  scholars  is  130,135.  Tbe  Freed- 
men  own  391  school-houses,  and  support  wholly  or  in  part 
1,055  of  the  schools.  The  average  amount  paid  monthly  hy 
them  for  tuition  is  $14,555.  There  are  other  commissions 
sustained  by  voluntary  contributions,  of  which  we  have  no 
statistics.  But  this  good  work  is  not  limited  to  the  freed- 
men,  it  is  extended  to  the  white  race,  a  large  class  of  whom, 
in  some  localities  are  found  quite  as  destitute  of  instruction, 
and  in  as  absolute  needof  schools. 

Only  a  partial  survey  of  the  work,  that  has  been  accom- 
plished by  so  many  agencies  during  the  year,  cannot  fail  to 
cheer  the  heart  of  the  philanthropist  ;  but  it  contains  the 
promise  of  greater  blessings.  This  widely  extended  inter- 
est in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  which  involves  the  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  betokens  a  brighter  era 
in  the  history  of  the  race,  when  the  intellectual  and  moral 
darkness  of  ages  shall  be  dispersed. 

But  we  are  more  immediately  interested  in  a  survey  of 
the  work  that  has  been  accomplished  by  teachers  and 
agents  within  our  own  limited  sphere.  As  servants  of  the 
town  they  are  required  to  render  some  strict  account.  To 
expect  a  very  marked  progress  in  the  operations  of  the 
schools,  without  any  additional  appropriation  for  their  sup- 
port, when  their  incidental  expenses  are  so  increased, 
would  be  to  demand  "the  brick  without  the  straw.''  But 
the  amount  provided  by  the  town  has  been  appropriated, 
and  we  think  with  some  good  results. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 
Summer  Term. — Length  8  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  17  ;  ^average  attendance  15  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
5  ;  of  dismissal  30. 

Teacher,  Miss  N.  C.  Blake. — A  new  teacher.  The  dis- 
cipline and  improvement  of  the  school  were  good. 

Winter  Term. — Length  9  weeks;  whole  number  of  s  chol- 
ars  31 ;  average  attendance  25  ;  instances  of  tardiness  11  ; 
not  absent  one-half  day  4, 

Teacher,  Mr.  David  E.  D.  Frost. — This  teacher  has  h ad 
years  of  experience  in  this  service,  and  had  taught  one  term 
before  in  this  district  with  good  success.  At  the  closin  g 
examination,  there  was  evidence  that  the  active  and  untirin  g^ 
efforts  of  the  teacher  had  produced  good  results.  But  in  a 
faithful  report  of  his  school,  he  testifies,  "that  although 
most  of  the  pupils  are  not  difficult  to  govern,  yet  under  ex  - 
isting  circumstances,  what  he  considers  good  order  is  ou  t. 
of  the  question  ;  that  some  scholars  are  suffered  to  use  pr  o 
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fane  and  obscene  language  at  home  ! !  and  that,  |with  some 
exceptions^Echolars  are  wanting  in  industry,and  are  inclined 
to  get  along  too  fast;  and,  although  he  has  receved  kind 
treatment  in  the  district,  he  has  not  received  one  solitary 
visit  from  pareats  during  the  term.  . 

DISTRICT  No.  2.  ...-^y''^ 

Summer  Term. — Length  9  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  20  ;  average  attendance  17  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
11  ;  of  dismissal  5;  not  absent  one-half  day  4. 

Teacher,  Miss  A.  P.  Smith. — A  good  teacher  who  is 
faithful  and  accurate  in  communicatiug  instruction.  In  con- 
sequence of  some  mistake  about  the  notice,  the  school  was 
not  visited  at  its  close. 

Winter  Terra. — Length,  13  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  24;  average  attendance  18  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
14T  ;  of  dismissal  37  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  1.11 

Teacher,  Miss  M.  C.  Paul, — A  well  qualified  teacher, 
who  made  her  first  trial,  as  assistant  in  the  High  School. 
She  has  discharged  her  duty  in  this  school  with  very  good 
success.  An  unusual  number  of  marks  for  tardiness  we 
find  accredited  to  a  few  individuals,  who  had  not  far  to 
travel. 

DISTRICT  No  3. 

One  Term. — Length  1 2  1-2  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
•scholars  14  ;  average  attendance  12  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
106  ;  of  dismissal  20. 

Teacher,  Miss  Nellie  C.  Blake. — At  the  commencement 
of  the  term  there  were  indications  of  a  prosperous  school. 
It  closed  sooner  than  the  time  specified  in  the  notice,  and 
for  this  reason  was  not  examined  at  its  close.  We  have 
been  assured  that  the  teacher  gave  general  satisfaction. 
DISTRICT  No.  4. 

One  Term. — Length  15  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 15  ;  average  attendance  12  ;  instances  of  tardiness  112; 
of  dismissal  34. 

Teacher  Miss  C.  J.  Maleham. — The  teacher's  work  was 
well  performed,  and  the  progress  of  the  school  very  com- 
mendable. A  new  school-house  would  add  much  to  the  in- 
terest and  comfort  of  the  teacher  and  scholars,  and  be  an 
honor  to  the  district. 

DISTRICT  No  5. 
One  term. — Length  14  weeks  ;  whole  nun^ber  of  schol-^ 
ars,  30 ;  average  attendance;  22 ;  instances  of  tardiness,  16  ; 
of  dismissal;  4, 
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Teacher,  Miss  L.  H.  Gale.  Miss  Gale  was  the  well  ac- 
credited teacher  of  this  school  during  both  terms  of  last 
year.  The  awakened  interest  of  the  school  has  been  sus- 
tained. .We  feel  assured  that  the  parents  and  friends  who 
were  present  at  the  closing  examination  were  highly  grati- 
fied with  the  evidence  that  they  had  had  a  profitable  school. 
In  no  other  school  have  we  witnessed  such  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  reading  exercises.  In  all  the  other  exercises 
there  was  evidence  that  the  instruction  had  been  thorough. 

Will  not  the  District  soon  provide  a  house  that  will 
be  more  pleasant  and  convenient  ? 


Summer  Term. — Length  6  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars,  18  ;  average  attendance,  16;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness, 19  ;  of  dismissal,  9  ;  not  absent  one  half  day,  11. 
Teacher,  Miss  M.  A.  Wentvvorth.  The  school  was  short, 
but  under  the  care  of  an  experienced  teacher,  who  ever 
manifests  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  her  pupils,  it  was 
made  profitable.  In  all  the  different  studies,  the  attention 
of  scholars  was  directed  to  first  principles.  The  improve- 
ment good. 


ars  2t  ;  average  attendance,  23  ;  instances  of  tardiness,  8  ; 
of  dismissal  4  ;  not  absent,  one  half  day,  8. 

Teacher,  Miss  A.  P.  Smith. — This  school  is  now  in  acj 
tive  operation.  Miss  Smith  has  taught  several  schools  in 
town  with  good  success.  She  gives  instruction  with  pre- 
cision, and  faithful  care,  and  we  feel  assured  that  there  will 
be  evidence  of  good  improvement  at  the  close  of  the  term. 


Summer  Term. — Length  6  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  21 ;  average  attendance  22 ;  instances  of  tardiness 
29  ;  of  dismissal  3  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  10. 

Winter  Term. — Length,  6  1-3  weeks;  whole  number 
of  scholars  30  ;  average  attendance  25  ;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 9  ;  of  dismissal  2;   not  absent  one  half  day  4. 

Teacher  of  both  terms,  Miss  0.  E.  Davis. — This  teacher 
awakened  and  sustained  an  active  interest  in  her  school. 
The  good  results  were  manifest  at  the  close  of  both  terms. 
The  school  is  to  be  continued  several  weeks,  by  private  tu- 
ition, under  the  same  teacher. 


DISTRICT  NO.  6. 


Winter  Term. — Length 


;  whole  number  of  schol- 


DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Sumtii'er'  Term. — Length  7  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  9 ;  average  attendance  8  ;  instances  of  tardiness  4; 
not  absent  one-half  day  4. 

Teacher,  Miss  L.  A.  Hill,— a  young  teacher.  Her  suc- 
cess was  very  good. 

Winter  Term. — Length  8  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  IT  ;  average  attendance  14  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
44  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  3. 

Teacher,  Mr.  F.  S.  Weeks. — A  young  teacher,  but  well 
qualifed,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  The  aver- 
age progress  of  the  school  was  good. 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 
Summer  Term. — First  divison,  length  5  weeks,  whole 
number  of  scholars  20  ;  average  attendance  15;  instances 
of  tardiness  47  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  4  ;  Teacher  Miss 
A.  E.  Smith. 

Second  division,  length  5  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  34  ;  average  attendance  29  ;  instance  of  tardiness 
18  ;  of  dismissal  12  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  8.  Teacher, 
Miss  A.  M.  Smith. 

These  schools,  organized  under  a  new  arrangement,  were 
very  short,  but  performed  their  operations  with  some  good 
results.  The  second  division  was  continued  in  successful 
operation,  for  several  weeks,  by  private  tuition,  under  the 
same  teacher. 

Winter  Term. — Length  6  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  65  ;  average  attendance  54  ;  not  absent  one-half 
day  24.    Teacher,  Mr.  E.  P.  Hodsdon. 

At  the  closing  examination,  there  was  evidence  of  gen- 
eral good  improvement.  Mr.  Hodsdon  left  the  school  before 
the  term  was  finished,  on  account  of  other  engagements. 
It  was  continued  two  weeks  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  E. 
W.  Jenkins.  It  is  now  in  successful  operation,  under  his 
care,  sustained  by  private  tuition.  This  district,  with  their 
accustomed  liberality,  have  finished  a  room  in  the  second 
story  of  the  schoolhouse,  that  will  be  very  pleasant  and  con- 
venient for  the  primary  department  of  the  school.  When  it 
is  furnished  with  the  necessary  fixtures  we  trust,  that  the 
experiment  that  was  partially  made  during  the  summer  term, 
will  be  more  fully  tested.  We  think  the  school  should  be  gra- 
ded, with  a  reference  to  the  actual  attainments  of  the  pupils, 
not  to  their  age,  or  to  their  advancement  to  a  higher  class,  or 
a  larger  book.  This  will  have  a  tendency  to  awaken  a  lauda- 
ble ambition,  which,  under  proper  control,  will  have  a  good 
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result.  This  school  contains  some  good  scholars.  Let 
th^  parents  and  citizens,  with  continued  liberality,  and  uni- 
ted counsels,  sustain  its  operations  under  good  discipline, 
and  faithful  instruction,  and  it  will  be  an  honor  to  the  dis- 
trict, and  a  blessing  to  the  rising  generation. 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

Summer  Term. — Length  4  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  11 ;  average  attendance  10  ;  instanees  of  tardiness 
3  ;  of  dismissal  9.  The  term  was  so  short  as  hardly  to  af- 
ford a  young  teacher  a  fair  experiment.  It  was  made  with 
a  good  measure  of  success.  Teacher,  Miss  H.  M.  Tebbets. 

Winter  term. — Length  6  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  13  ;  average  attendance  12  ;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 42  ;  number  not  absent  one  half  day  6.  Teacher  Mr. 
F.  B.  Shorey.  The  interest  of  the  school  was  sustained  by 
the  active  and  diligent  efforts  of  a  new  teacher,  and  with 
good  results.  No  other  school  has  a  better  record  for  con- 
stant attendance  during  both  terms.  The  scholars  generally 
are  disposed  to  make  good  improvement  of  their  short  schools 
but  their  school-house  is  neither  comfortable  nor  conven- 
ient. 

DISTRICTNO.il. 
One  Term. — Length  9  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 15  ;  average  attendance  11  ;  instances  of  tardiness  44. 
Teacher,  Miss  H.  A.  Hobbs. — This  school  was  subjected  to 
the  interruption  of  two  removals.  Under  the  care  of  a 
young  teacher  it  made  all  the  improvement  that  could  be 
reasonably  expected. 

This  district,  with  a  commendable  liberality  have  erected 
a  nice  house  during  the  year,  at  an  expense  of  about  $600. 
In  consequence  of  unexpected  interruptions,  it  could  not  be 
finished  in  season  for  the  winter  term. 

The  High  School  reported  last  year  has  been  in  successful 
operation  during  two  terms. 

Spring  Term.  Whole  number  of  scholars  T8-  Fall  term 
whole  number  of  scholars  59.  Teacher  Mr.  E  P.  Hodsdox. 
Aassistants,  Miss  H.  N.  Hobbs,  Miss  M.  C.  Paul. 

The  Spring  term  of  a  private  school,  in  district  No  2 
will  commerce  Feb.  26,  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  H.  N. 
Hobbs.  We  hope  that  scholars  from  other  districts  will  se- 
cure a  share  in  its  privileges, 

Whole  number  of  scholars  connected  with  the  schools 
281.  The  town  is  sustaining  a  gradual  loss  ;  in  1860  the 
whole  number  was  361,  The  teachers  of  our  schools  have 
discharged  their  duty  generally  with  a  good  measure  of  fi- 
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delity.  We  have  had  some  earnest  teachers,  who  have  kept 
excellent  schools.  In  the  average  results,  we  think  there 
has  been  an  improved  state  of  discipline,  and  an  increasing 
regard  to  thorough  instruction  in  first  principles.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  terms  in  most  of  the  schools  are  still  very  short; 
but  in  view  of  present  circumstances,  we  will  abate  the 
claim  for  any  larger  appropriation  from  the  town.  The  citi- 
zens, who  cultivate  their  fields  amid  the  granite  hills,  bear 
heavy  burdens;  they  must  practice  economy  "to  make  the 
two  ends  meet." 

We  can  almost  find  an  apology  for  parents  who  never  visit 
their  schools,  for  we  know  something  about  their  constant 
toil  and  care ;  but  when  so  many  artful  inventions  are 
found  out  to  meet  other  demands,  and  increase  the  amount  of 
wealth,  we  think  the  schools  ought  to  receive  a  due  share 
of  patronage.  If  retrenchments  must  be  made  anywhere, 
let  them  not  be  made  in  the  schools,  They  might  be  made 
in  some  things  that  are  positively  injurious  to  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned.  Enough  is  squandered  every  year  with  a 
demoralizing  influence,  to  give  to  all  the  schools  an  ade- 
quate support.  The  money  that  is  appropriated  to  provide 
good  school-houses,  and  support  prosperous  schools,  is  like 
the  "charity  that  is  twice  blest,"  for  it  increases  the  materi- 
al wealth  of  the  town. 

Your  committee  has  recommended  Quackenbos^  gram- 
mars, and  CornelFs  geographies,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
books  that  have  been  used  in  the  schools  for  a  course  of 
years.  By  the  aid  of  teachers  they  have  been  introduced 
into  most  of  the  winter  schools,  with  the  least  possible  ex- 
pense, at  exchange  prices.  It  is  hoped  that  this  change 
will  be  fully  made  during  the  summer  terms.  It  is  thought 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  will  soon  require  an 
exchange  of  the  arithmetics  now  in  use  for  a  new  series, 
that  will  contain  some  instruction  in  the  "Metric  system  of 
Weights  and  Measures,"  which  has  been  adopted  by  our 
government.  This  change,we  trust,  will  not  be  recommen- 
ded without  due  care.  The  new  grammar  and  geography,  so 
far  as  tested,  have  been  received  with  favor,  and  have 
awakened  a  new  interest  in  these  studies,  in  some  schools. 
Larger  numbers  ought  to  pursue  the  study  of  geography. 
We  think  that  more  attention  ought  also  to  be  given  to 
writing.  There  are  many  scholars  who  will  have  no  other 
opportunity  for  learning  to  write  but  that  afforded  them 
while  connected  with  the  district  school.  The  study  of  his- 
tory has  been  pursued  with  interest  in  a  few  schools.  It 
has  just  claims  to  a  larger  share  of  attentioii. 


We  are  thankful  that  so  much  has  already  been  accom- 
plished ;  but  there  is  work  yet  to  be  done  in  the  schools. 
With  what  awakened  zeal  ought  it  to  be  pursued.  We  have 
welcomed  to  this  responsible  work,  during  the  year,  an  un- 
usual number  of  young  teachers,  and  we  have  been  happy 
to  find  them  pursuing  it  generally  with  successful  interest. 
There  is  an  obligation  binding  on  them  and  all  other  teach- 
ers, to  improve  their  qualifications  in  the  best  possible  man- 
ner. Every  part  of  the  teacher's  work  should  be  reviewed. 
It  is  sometimes  found,  that  those,  who  are  qualified  to  teach 
the  National  Arithmetic  and  Algebra,  are  not  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  teaching  the  sounds  of  the  letters,  and  the  art  of 
reading  correctly.  What  are  denominated  the  lowest  branch- 
es, and,  for  this  reason,  too  often  receive  but  a  small  share 
of  attention,  are  in  reality  the  most  important  branches. 
If  ever  accurate  and  skilful  instruction  should  be  required, 
it  is  at  the  commencement  of  the  course.  Some  youthful 
minds  are  like  the  choice  plants,  that  can  be  reared  success- 
fully only  by  skilful  hands.  Teachers  must  be  held  respon- 
sible in  such  a  work.  It  commences  at  the  foundation  of 
structures,  which,  when  perfected,  will  be  more  beautiful 
than  any  works  of  art.  They  need  good  attainments  ;  not 
only  intellectual  endowments,  but  moral  virtues,  a  conscious 
integrity  and  spirit,  that  can  say,  *'I  love  God  and  every 
little  child/'  We  feel  assured  that  our  teachers  generally, 
have  communicated  some  moral  instruction,  so  far  as  it  has 
respect  to  an  example  of  upright  integrity,  and  the  pre- 
scribed exercise  of  reading  daily  a  lesson  in  the  Bible, — some 
have  sought  opportunities  to  cultivate  moral  feelings  ;  but 
how  many,  during  their  short  term  of  service,  have  made 
any  direct  effort  to  impart  such  instruction  ?  We  are  ad- 
monished of  the  great  importance  of  a  larger  amount  of  mor- 
al and  religious  instruction  in  the  education  of  youth,  by  les- 
sons of  experience,  and  by  "every  day's  report  of  wrong 
and  outrage." 

It  is  expected  that  some  arrangements  will  be  made  by 
the  agency  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  public  schools,  to 
establish  Normal  Schools,  or  a  teacher's  department  in  some 
of  the  best  academies  in  the  state,  in  which  teachers  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  receive  instruction  with  a  special 
reference  to  their  work.  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that 
parents  sustain  relations  to  the  schools  of  peculiar  interest. 
It  is  their  duty  to  see  that  their  children  are  punctual  and 
^constant  in  their  attendance.  Had  this  duty  been  faithfully 
,cli^Ghajr^ed  there  would  not  be  so  many  marks  for  tardiness 
^pd  abse^A^,  jas  are  found  on  some  of  the  registers.  And 
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if  parents  may  hold  their  teacher  responsible  for  every 
error  in  his  manner  of  communicating  instruction,  or  in  his 
mode  of  discipline, — for  every  impropriety  of  language,  and 
deportment,  that  may  mar  the  symmetry  of  character,  to 
which  they  would  have  their  children  trained,  then  is  it  their 
duty  to  seek  an  acquaintance  with  the  teacher,  and  ever, 
in  case  of  dissatisfaction,  to  ask  an  explanation  before  utter- 
ing a  complaint.  By  pursuing  this  course,  they  might  of- 
tener  secure  the  blessing  of  the  peacemaker,  and  prevent 
disastrous  results.  More  frequent  visits  at  the  school- 
room, by  mothers,  even  if  they  must  be  short  visits,  and  a 
few  kind  words  uttered  for  the  encouragement  of  the  teach- 
er to  whom  such  precious  interests  are  entrusted,  will 
be  well  repaid.  But  we  must  still  claim  for  the  schools 
the  co-operation,  and  support  of  all  good  citizens  They 
are  accomplishing  a  work,  for  which  no  other  agency 
has  been  provided.  The  higher  institutions  of  learning  pro- 
mote the  great  interests  for  wliich  they  were  established. 
We  cannot  estimate  their  importance.  They  are  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  the  whole  system  ;  but  with  all  their  munifi- 
cent endowments  they  would  fail  of  accomplishing  their 
work  most  effectively  for  the  good  of  all  without  the  aid  of 
the  district  schools,  from  which  they  receive  their  supplies. 
They  are  established  on  a  lower  grade,  and  perform  a  hum- 
bler service,  but  they  are  not  of  less  importance.  They 
belong  to  the  people. 

The  system  by  which  they  are  sustained  was  originated 
by  men  who  believed  in  the  Bible,  and  the  Christian  Sab- 
bath. In  laying  the  foundation  for  a  great  and  prosperous 
nation,  they  erected  first  a  house  for  religious  worship,  and 
next  a  schoolhouse.  The  history  of  New  England  furnishes 
a  full  attestation  of  their  wisdom  and  benevolence.  In  all 
the  different  states  to  which  the  beneficial  results  of  this  sys- 
tem has  been  extended,  it  has  been  connected  with  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  protestant  religion,  without  respect  to  any 
sectarian  creeds.  In  this  connection,  however  perfected,  it 
will,  we  trust,  be  extended  throughout  our  nation,  and  in 
due  time  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

In  the  wonderful  providence  of  God  the  way  has  been  set 
open,  in  which  the  system  of  free  schools  can  be  extended 
and  proffer  its  blessings  to  every  class  of  citizens,  without 
regard  to  any  distinction  of  wealth  or  station,  of  race  or 
color.  It  is  a  noble  work  in  which  a  multitude  of  benevo- 
lent hearts,  and  an  army  of  faithful  teachers,  have  enlisted. 
It  is  a  work  in  which  opposition  must  be  encountered,  and 
sacrifices  must  be  mado ;  but  it  is  attended  with  very  en- 
couraging success. 
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At  the  present  crisis  of  our  nation,  when  such  antagonis- 
tic forces  are  in  operation,  amid  a  conflict  of  minds, — when 
problems  must  be  solved  in  the  concils  of  the  nation,  that 
will  put  the  wisdom  of  statesmen  on  trial, — when,  too, 
amidst  so  much  undue  political  excitement,  there  are  agen- 
cies operating  so  fearfully  for  evil,  what  other  enterprize  is 
more  worthy  of  regard  than  that  by  which  the  great  inter- 
ests of  education  are  sustained  ?  Christian  patriots  who 
carry  forward  this  enterprize  with  such  animated  interest, 
are  sustained  with  unshaken  confidence  in  God,  who  holds 
the  destinies  of  nations.  With  such  a  reliance  they  are  not 
dismayed  in  the  evil  hour,  but  remembering  the  past,  they 
have  hope  for  the  future.  And  shall  they  ever  be  regarded 
as  seeking  some  selfish  or  party  aims? 

In  a  work  in  which  knowledge  is  diffused,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  morality  and  religion  are  inculcated,  and  intelligent 
minds  are  prepared  to  meet  the  responsibilities  they  must 
soon  sustain,  there  is  room  for  higher  motives. 

Is  there  any  work  of  man  that  may  be  called  benevolent 
and  godlike  ?  Let  the  agencies  by  which  this  work  is  per- 
formed be  everywhere  multiplied,  and  hasten  it  forward, 
diffusing  light  and  truth,  and  salvation,  and  the  angry  tu- 
mults of  the  nation  shall  cease.  With  what  earnest  pur- 
pose and  renewed  zeal  ought  citizens  in  every  community  . 
to  bear  their  part  in  a  work  of  such  interst  ? 

They  may  do  it  in  the  assured  belief  that  the  work  per- 
formed in  this  good  enterprize,  will  constitute  an  important 
part  in  the  instrumentalities  by  which  the  purpose  of  God 
will  be  accomplished  in  the  perpetuity  of  the  government 
of  our  nation. 

N.  BARKER,  S.  S.  Committee  of  Wakefield, 

Wakefield,  Feb.  22,  1868. 
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TOWN  OF  WAKEFIELD, 


For  the  Year  ending  February  20,  1869, 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


Superintending  School  Committee, 


DOVER,  N.  H. 
LIBBEY  &  CO.,  PRIOTERS— ENQUIRER  OFFICE. 
1  8  6  9. 


EXPENDITURES. 
Statement  of  amount  paid  each  person  in  the  following: 
Departments,  as  per  bills  now  filed  in  Selectmen's  ofiSce  for 
the  financial  year  ending  February  20,  1869.     Amount  of 
Town  Debt,  and  resources  of  the  Town. 


STATE  TAX. 

Peter  Sanborn,  State  Treasurer   1,T81  25^ 

COUNTY  TAX. 

Thomas  Nute,  County  Treasurer   1,484  75^ 

SCHOOLS. 

School  District  No.  1    109  51 

2   160  66 

"         "            3   65  00 

4  ..   85  85 

"           5   84  76 

"          «            6    78  32 

"          "            7    63  38 

8                                 *  81  44 

*'          "            9    165  44 

«'                     10   69  11 

"                     11    35  38 


$988  87 

PRINTING  AND  STATIONERY. 

Libbey  &  Co.,  printing  Accounts. ...  48  00 

C.  H.  Horton,  paper  and  ink   2  05 

J.  F.  Walker,  paper  and  envelopes. .  1  68 
E.  J.Lane,  Collector's  Book  and  Invento- 
ry Books   4  70 

B.  W.  Sanborn,  Town  Officer,  Record 

Book  and  Pamph.  Laws   4  43 


$60  86 
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DOG  TAX  FUND. 

Aaron  Nason,  damage  to  colt  by  dog  in  186Y,  12  00 

John  W.  Mathes,  damage  to  calf  in  1861,  10  00 

John  Oilman,  four  sheep  killed  by  dogs,  12  00 

Eliphalet  Willey,  2  sheep  killed  by  dogs,  6  00 

Samuel  J.  Cook,  2  sheep  killed  by  dogs,  6  00 


$46  00 

TOWN  PAUPERS. 

N.  H.  Asylum,  for  support  of  Harriet  S.  Cook 

one  year  to  Feb.  1,  1869   212  5a 

J.  Ballard,  for  board  of  widow  Betsey  Dame 

one  year  to  Feb.  20,  1869   104  00 

Alpheus  Wiggin,  for  board  of  Polly  Cloutman 

63  weeks,  at  $1.15  per  week   110  25 

C,  fc.  Drake  &  Co.,  for  goods  delivered  widow 

Sally  Philbrick,  at  one  dollar  per  week,  63  00 

G.  W;  Hersey,  for  paid  bills  for  support  of 

C.  H.  Kimball  and  family   55  91 

K.  H.  King,  for  med.  attendance  in  family 

of  C.  H.Kimball   11  60 

Thomas  Chapman  for  hay  furnished  Charles 

Bickford   15  85 

D.  C.  Coleman,  for  meal  delivered  Charles 

Bickford   17  80 

John  Tredick,  for  one-half  bbl.  flour  for  Chas. 

Bickford   4  00 

Asa  Brown,  for  goods  delivered  Chas.  Bick- 
ford  26  46 

J.  N.  Fellows,  for  supplies  for  Chas  Bickford,  5  98 

J.  P.  Fellows,  for  hauling  wood  for  Charles 

Bickford   50 

M.  J-  Hanson  and  others  for  board  of  Nancy 

Edgerly   36  00 

Geo.  Varney,  for  board  of  Nancy  Edgerly,  32  55 

Jonathan  Sanborn,  for  board  of  Nancy  Edgerly 
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to  Feb.  3,  1869   45  14 

M.  A.  Sanborn,  for  clothing,  &c.,  for  Nancy 

Edgerly   3  60 

A.  J.  Millikin,  for  goods  for  Martha  Waldron,  3  73 
J.  Sayward,  for  goods  for  Albei  t  Jenness'  fam- 
ily                                                   '            84  6a 

D.  Martin,  for  house  rent  for  Jenness  family,  18  00 
A.  J.  Millikin,  for  goods  for  Rhoda  K.  Witham,  4  78 
J.  C.  Philbrick,  for  going  to  Sandwich  in  1864 

on  business  in  Daniel  Copp  case.  •••  6  00 

Hiram  R.  Waldron,  for  board  of  the  following 

Paupers  to  Feb.  14,  1869.  •  « 

David  Campernell,  at  $1.75  per  week.  11  60 

Nathaniel  Burbank  "      ....  36  25 

Daniel  Quimby  "  "      ....  9100 

Mary  Wentworth        "  "      ....  9100 

Louisa  Nutter  "  ....  9100 

Jane  Waldron,  at  $1  00  per  week    ....  52  00 

Martha  Waldron,  at  $1.75  per  week. ...  33  95 

John  W.  Sanborn,  for  making  complaint  and 

warrant,  Rhoda  K.   Witham  vs.  Rufus 

Home   2  OO 

Hiram  Paul,  Dep.  Sheriff,  Fees,  &c.,  in  Home 

case   5  00 

E.  Wadleigh,  for  paid  for  clothing  and  supplies 

for  R.  K.  Witham   25  00. 

S.  W.  Roberts,  for  med.  attendance  on  Town 

Paupers   41;^ 


$1333;  18 

Sally  Allen,  for  support  of  child  of  Benjamin 

Allen  1  year   39  00 

COUNTY  PAUPERS. 

N.  H.  Asylum,  for  Mrs.  Connelly   260^  79 

Nute  &  Mills,  for  Mr.  Copp   4  76 

E.  Willey       "       "    12  00 

Asa  Brown      "       '*    5  25 

1* 
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J.  L.  Swinerton       "    4  00 

S.  W.  Roberts    90 

Elisha  Rollins          "    06  Tl 

IL.  R.  WaldroD         "    35  00 

S.  D.  Ilutchius,  for  Wm.  Copp   36  Oo 

A  liiiira  Pike,  for  Joseph  Copp   4  00 

H.  R.  Waldron,  for  Natb.  Burbank....  66  00 

Alpheus  Wiggin,  for  Miss  Seavey   83  20 


$568  60 

IIIGIIWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

To  Paid  James  Tuttle,  Highway   16  T5 

Samuel  Cook  "    14  15 

Paul  Howard  "    9  75 

A.  S.  Weeks  "    3  T5 

Otis  Wiswall  "    2  72 

D.  W.  Emerson  "    13  69 

S.  Pbilbrick  ■  "    2  96 

S.  E.  Davis  "    6  00 

M.  S.  Wentworth  "    8  13 

Peter  Cook  '*    7  50 

R.A.Cook  "    15  00 

J.  A.  Cook  "    25  50 

D.  H.  Wiggin  "    6  00 

James  Rice  "    2  80 

J.  C.  Canney  "    2  50 

F.  J.  Hanson  "    9  84 

D.  D.  Tibbetts  "    1  88 

"      N.  Meserve  "    19  00 

W.  H.  Wyman  "                        ^  3  75 

S.  C.  Horn  "    8  60 

J.  J.  Horjie  "    3  00 

G.  W.  Wyman  "    4  50 

S.  J.  Cook  "    2  25 

W.  S.  Butler  "    1  00 

S.  B.  Ames  "    12  00 

C.  Dore  "    6  6T 
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L.  G.  Gate,  Bridges   148  15 

T.  C.  Burlej    "    8  60 

Peter  Cook   39  37 

G.  F.  Sceggell   6  ^5 

John  Gilman,  2nd   3  00 

John  W.  Sanborn   11  St 

A.  Nason   2  00 

H.  R.  Waldron   33  75 

J.  McN.  Cook   22  56 

Hiram  Paul   8  50 

J.  P.  Fellows   3  50 

J.  W.  Mathes   18  49 

Asa  Beacham,  1866,  1867,  1868. .  153  09 

G.  L.  Wentworlh   15  62 

J.  N.  Fellows   5  98 


$694  97 

HORN'S  MILL  ROAD. 

Paid  John  G.  Sanborn  land  damage   210  00 

"    Wm.  W.  Berry    40  00 

"    John  Berry    40  00 

"    David  Horn              "    10 

"    Joshua  H.  Cloutman,  witness  fees..  12  00 

"    L.  D.  Sawyer,  costs,  &c   30  20 

"    Aaron  Withara,  building  road,   604  76 

'*    John  Davis,  building  butment,. ... .  170  00 

"    John  G.  Sanborn,  building  bridge..  25  00 


$1132  00 

BURLEIGH  vs.  WAKEFIELD. 

Paid  J.  F.  Burleigh,  costs,  &c   31  15 

"    Frank  Hobbs,  fees,  &c   6  95 

Z.  Batchelder,  lees,  &c   32  60 

"    J.  F.  Burleigh,  costs,  &c   93  87 

"    W.  A.  Maleham,  fees,  &c.   4  95 


$169  42 
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BREAKING  ROADS.  — 186?-8. 


District  No.  1,  John  W.  Evans,  Surveyor. . 

50  24 

4t 

II 

2,  Samuel  li.  Smith 

(( 

33  08 

it 

If 

3,  James  McN.  took 

it 

49  38 

tl 

H 

4,  Peter  Hook 

It 

99  78 

tl 

it 

6,  Hi  ram  Paul 

It 

35  06 

H 

11 

6,  Moses  Perkins 

tt 

49  76 

<  i 

it 

7,  Samuel  C.  Horne 

1 1 

7  24 

n 

tl 

8,  Charles  Chapman 

it 

38  41 

it 

1 1 

9,  Naham  Nason 

t  f 

22  61 

it 

a 

10,  John  F.  VVceks 

It 

65  9a 

tt 

11,  Turner  N  Seward 

It 

49  57. 

ft 

1 1 

13,  Alfred  G.  Young 

tl 

23  77 

tt 

It 

14,  John  F.  Garland 

It 

18  89 

tt 

1 1 

15,  Ira  Ilnnson 

it 

20  00 

tt 

it 

16,  Ira  J,  Thompson 

1 1 

41  31 

tl 

1 1 

17,  Alpheus  Nutter 

It 

30  70 

tt 

It 

18,  Richmond  Richards 

ft 

16  04 

tt 

tt 

19,  Daniel  Campernell 

43  42 

1 1 

li 

20,  Ebenezer  Garvin 

it 

15  69 

(t 

it 

21,  Hiram  P.  Manson 

12  74 

tt 

tt 

22,  William  W.  Berry 

i  1 

23  06 

tt 

it 

23,  George  F.  Piper 

it 

38  16 

tl 

tl 

25,  Calvin  Farnham 

it 

'34  82 

tt 

tt 

26,  Sylvester  M.  Cooper 

1 1 

11  15 

tl 

it 

27,  John  Gilman 

28,  Samuel  G  .  Wentworth,    .  • 

33  95 

29,  Timothy  C.  Burley 

52  50 

u 

30,  Charles  F.  Rines 

a 

7  76 

it 

ii. 

31,  Satchel  Weeks 

27  76 

tL 

32,  Iliram  Jones 

35  3a 

$992  63 

1866  &  1867. 


District  No.  4. 
"  16 


41  96 
13  93 
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22   12 

26   1100 

29   17  00 


$84  60 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Alvah  H.  Sawyer,  Auditor   2  00 

^  Isaac  N.  Fellows         "    2  00 

*  John  Gilman,  watering  place   3  00 

John  W.  Mathes          "    3  00 

Turner  N.  Seward       "    3  00 

C.  W.  Nute,  Ministerial  Fund   1Y91 

S.  W.  Roberts          "    11  91 

E.  Wadleigh,  Revenue  Tax   25  00 

Canny  &  Co.,  Express   1  80 

E.  Wadleigh,  postage  and  stamps   6  69 

I.  T.  Clark,  for  non-resident  highway  tax  paid 

in  labor   51  58 

E.  Wadleigh,  for  services  as  Treasurer. .  •  10  00 
Wm.  Sawyer,          "          Town  Clerk,  20  04 
Nathaniel  Baker,  for  services  as  Superintend- 
ing School  Committee   26  00 

E.  Wadleigh,  March  14,  one-half  day  at  office  1  00 
April,  7  days  taking  inventory  14  00 
6   "     making  taxes.  12  00 
"      making  return  of  invento- 
ry to  Secretary  of  State  5  00 
May,  1  day  to  East  Wakefield  2  00 
2  days   distributing  Sur- 
veyor's Lists. .. .   4  00 

Dividing  School  Money  2  00 
Making  School  House  Tax  2  00 
Copying  Collector's  Book  2  00 
June,  one-half  day  to  E.  Wake- 
field   1  00 

1  day  at  office   2  00 

1-2  day  examining  road  1  00 

Copying  Inventory....  5  00 
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Aug.,  1-2  day  to  N.  Wakefield  I  00* 

1  day  at  Horn's  Mills 
on  road   2  00 

Sept.,  1-2  day  to  Brookfield. .  1  00 

1  day  at  Horn's  Mills. .  2  00 

Oct.,  1-2  day  at  H.  R.  VValdron's  1  00 

"    at  Horn's  Mills. .  100 
Making  warrant  and  fixing 
Check  List,  and  posting  the 

same   2  00 

one-half  day  at  office.  •  •  1  00 

Nov.,  1  day  at  Ossipee,  to  settle 

pauper  bills   3  00 

1-2  day  to  Brookfield. . .  1  00 

1  day  to  Horn's  Mills..  2  00' 

Making  School  House  Tax  1  OO^ 

Making  warrant  and  post- 
ing same  for  Town  Meeting  1  00 

Dec,  1-2  day  revising  Jury  Box  1  00 

1-2  day  to  Dover,  to  pay 
Note   1  00. 

Jan.,  Expense  to  Concord,  to  pay 
State  Tax  and  getting  U.  S. 
bounty  money  allowed.  •  3  OO' 

Feb.,  Settling  Town  Accounts, 
and  preparing  same  for 
publication   10  00^ 


$87  90 

J.  McN.  Cook,  March,  1-2  day  at  office. ..  1  00 

"    1  00 

1  day  at  VVolfeborough  2  00 
April,  3  1-2  days  taking  inven- 
tory   6  60 

1-2  day  at  office. ...  1  00 
5  days  making  taxes  10  OO 
1-2  day  copying  Bound- 
aries of  highway  districts  1  00 
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May,  1  day  to  E.  Wakefield  2  00 

Aug:.,  1  day  at  Horn^s  Mills  2  00 

Oct.,  1-2  day  at  office   1  00 

"       "          "    100 

Nov.,  1  day       "    2  00 

"       "    at  Ossipee   2  00 

"  taking  inventory  & 

fixing  boundaries  in  School 

District  No.  4.....   200 

Nov.,  1-2  day  at  office   1  00 

Dec,              "    1  CO 

1  day  at  Horn's  Mills.  2  00 

Jan.,  1-2  day  at  office   1  00 

"    100 

Feb.,                "    1  00 

"    1  00 

Settling  Town  Accounts  8  00 


$60  50 

Isaac  N.  Fellows,  March,  1-2  day  at  office.  1  ®0 

"          "  1  00 

April,  6  days  taking  inven- 
tory   12  00 

5  days  making  Taxes  10  00 

May,  1  day  at  office   2  00 

June,  1  day  at  East  Wake- 
field  200 

1  day  at  Acton  and 

Union   2  00 

1-2  day  at  office...  1  00 

Aug.,     "    on  road   1  GO 

1  day  at  Horn's  Mills  2  00 

Sept.,  1-2  day  on 

road   1  00 

1-2  day  at  office. .  1  00 

Oct.,        "          "      . .  1  00 

Nov,       "          "      ..  100 
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I  day  in  District  No. 

4  fixing  bouudariea  2  00 

1  day  at  Horn's  Mills  2  00 

Feb.,  settling  Town  Accounti  6  00 


$48  00 
$316  33 

Whole  amount  paid  for  services  of  Town  Officers,  includ- 
ing Town  Clerk  and  Super.  School  Committee, ....  $242  44 

TOWN  DEBT. 
Notes  Paid. 


J.  A.  Chesley   66  t9 

Abby  P.  Bennett   431  16 

Emily  A.Cook   113  00 

D.  Cloutman  ,   100  00 

Thos.  Cloutman   100  00 

M.  B.  Home   260  00 

Joseph  Morrill   650  63 

Hiram  Paul   300  00 

John  G.  Sanborn   160  00 

C.  VV.  Perkins   1,000  00 

Z.  S.  Perkins   138  60 

Almira  Pike   296  50 

Annie  H.  Sawyer   600  00 

Oliver  Seavy   100  00 

Joseph  B.  VViggin   400  00 

JohnE.  Witham   378  S8 

S.  G.  Tibbetts   665  68 

S.  M.  Wiggin   24  09 

N.  J.  Weeks   42  12 

W.  A.  Maleham   73  50 

AmasaCopp   TOO  00 

Elisha  Rollins   1,000  00 

Amasa  Copp   1,000  00 


$8600  45 
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INTEREST  PAID. 


S.  G.  Tibbetts   46  59 

D.  Cloutman   32  13 

Lydia  Gilman   36  48 

Thomas  C  Cloutman   I  50 

R.  W.  Sawyer   33  36 

Annie  H.  Sawyer   91  71 

Hiram  Paul   14  00 

Sally  M.  Wiggin   89  32 

Frank  Hobbs   22  52 

Joseph  Morrill   146  33 

M.  B.  Home   145  86 

S.  A.  Kimball   62  95 

J.  J.  Penny   32  00 

A.  Conant   365  00 

S.  Weeks   4  6t 

i                    S.  Perkins   45  78 

T.  W.  Lyford   72  88 

Oliver  Seavey   13  32 

Samuel  Yeaton   22  92 

E.  A.  Cook   56  95 

C.  W.  Perkins   60  00 

Almira  Pike   25  08 

John  E.  Witham   98  90 

A.P.Bennett   68  75 

Nathaniel  Paul   90  29 

Joseph  B.  Wiggin   104  00 

Mahala  Durrell   22  80 

Jacob  A.  Chesley   5  67 

J.  McN.  Cook   9  33 

John  Paul   24  00 

A.  D  Paul   40  00 

E.  W.  Plumer  .  23  17 

Wm,  Sawyer   6  00 

Calvin  Sanborn   7  11 

Alvah  H.  Sawyer   8  00 

Joseph  Maleham  ,  ,  8  00 

H.  A  Maleham   44  56 

N.J  Weeks   3  39 

Elisha  Rollins  -   136  00 


2  $2,120  72 
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liabilities: 

Hannah  J.  Abbott. . . .  *  ,  1,051  28 

Jacob  S.  Adams   616  00 

Oliver  L.  Allen   303  00 

James  O.  Applebee   127  00 

Frank  J.  Berry   442  00 

Lydia  Bnrley   924  00 

Augustine  Conant  "  , .  5,000  00 

Emily  A.  Cook   305  00 

Wm.  R.  Cook   158  50 

John  Clark   1,000  00 

George  W.  Dicy   103  00 

MahalaDurrell   380  00 

Eliza  Furber   393  00 

Mary  Garland   68  00 

Susan  A.  Gage   25100 

Jonathan  Gage   225  75 

Lydia  Gilman   480  00 

David  Grant   236  00 

Abby  G.  Hutchins   402  00 

Betsy  Hutchins   265  00 

Nancy  P.  Hutchins   75  00 

Susan  A.  Hutchins   873  00 

Elijah  Home   532  00 

Martha  M.  Home   414  00 

Frank  Hobbs   1,750  00 

Sarah  A.  Kimball   246  00 

Eliza  A.  Lane   420  00 

Harrison  Libby   1,340  00 

T.  W.  Lyford   805  00 

H.  A.  Maleham   557  00 

Joseph  Maleham   100  00 

W.  A.  Maleham   126  00 

Armine  D.  Paul  •   600  00 

Elvira  H.  Paul   106  00 

John  Paul   300  00 

Nath'lPaul   1,030  00 

A.B.Penny   415  00 

Z.  S.  Perkins.   516  00 

S.  A.  Quimby   121  00 

Richard  Rowe   328  00 

Annie  H.  Sawyer   61500 

AlvahH.  Sawyer   100  00 

R.  W.  Sawyer   418  00 

Calvin  Sanborn   2,000  00 
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Martin  L.  Sanborn   400  00 

John  G.  Sanborn   980  00 

Oliver  Seave}^   4 1 7  00 

A.  S.  Weeks   70  00 

S.C.  Weeks   195  00 

J.  B.  Wiggin  ;   1,008  00 

S.  M.  Wio:^in   1,000  00 

Otis  Wiswall  *   246  25 

Sam'l  Yeaton   200  00 

Due  Isaac  T.  Clark  when  he  settles  list 

of  taxes  for  1867   50  00 

Isaac  T.  Clark  when  he  settles  list 

of  taxes  for  1868   60  00 

^'  The  several  School  Districts  for 

School  Money  for  1868   32  84 

"  The  several  Religious  Societies  for 

interest  on  the  Ministerial  Fund  65  68- 


$31,242  30' 

Due  from  Isaac  T.  Clark  on  his  tax  list  for  1864  4  95 

1865  24  27 

1866  60  69 
"                   "               186T  500  GO 

1868  2,322  00 

County  of  Carrol  support  of  County  Paupers. . .  245  81 

U.  S.  Government  for  bounties.  •   3,140  00 

In  hands  of  Treasurer   869  64 


$T,16'7  36 

Total  amount  of  outstanding  demands  against 
the  town  to  the  date  of  this  report,  is  thirty- 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-two 
dollars  and  thirty  cents   31,242  30 

There  remains  due  in  the  Collector's  list  and 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  and  other  sources, 
the  whole  amounting  to  seven  thousand 
'  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents   7,167  36 

Leaving  a  balance  against  the  town,  (exclusive 

of  Ministerial  and  School  Funds,)  of....  $24,074  94 
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TOWN  OF  WAKEFIELD  IN  ACCOUNT 


Dr. 

To  paid  State  Tax   1,181  25 

County  Tax   1,484  75  - 

Schools   988  87 

Printing  aud  Stationery   60  86 

TownPaupers   1,333  18 

County  Paupers   568  60 

"       Highways  and  Bridges   1,996  45 

"       Breaking  Roads,  1867   84  60 

"      1868   992  63 

Abatements   278  50 

Incidental   422  33 

Town  Notes   8,600  45 

Interest   2,120  60 

Outstanding  in  Collector's  list  for 

1868    2,322  20 


23,035  27 

To  bal.  cash  in  Treasury,  Feb.  20,  1869  869  04 


$23,904  91 
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WITH  THE  SELECTMEN  FOR  THE  YEAR  1868. 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  Treasurer  for  1867 .  * . . .  965  54 

"  proceeds  of  Town  Notes   9,540  43 

^'       "       State  Literary  fund   53  82 

"                Savings  Banks   91  85 

"     U.  S.  Bounties   302  00 

"       "       Wm.  Sawj^er,  interest  on  sur- 
plus revenue  fund   28  H 

"               County  of  Carrol   322  79 

"               S.  W.  Roberts,  Liquor  Agent  88  39 

"       "       Rochester  Bank   7  53 

Somersworth  Bank   36  28 

"       "       J.  W.  Sanborn  for  Paupers. .  22  75 

"       L  D.  Watson  for  Wood   6  00 

I.  T.  Clark,  Collector  1864. .  8  52 

1865..  25  18 

"       "          "       "                  1866..  84  01 

"          "       "          "       1867. .  817  78 

"       "       Tax  list  for  1868  ....   11,497  30 

$23,904  91 

Feb.  20,  1869,  by  balance   869  64 

ELIJAH  WADLEIGH,  )  Selectmen 
JAMES  McN.  COOK,   }■  of 
ISAAC  N.  FELLOWS.)  AVakefield. 

Wakefield,  Feb.  20,  1869. 
The  undersigned  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  fore- 
going accounts,  and  find  the  same  correctly  cast  and  prop- 
erly vouched. 

JOSEPH  B.  WIGGIN, )  «  uditors 
2*  CHARLES  W.  PAGE,  f  ^ua''*"^"- 


REPORT. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  respectfully  sub- 
mits liis  Annual  Report  to  the  citizens  of  the  Town. 

The  teachers  and  agents  who  have  charge  of  the  various 
educational  institutions  are  responsible  for  a  most  important 
trust.  The}"  are  performing  a  work  that  ought  to  be  re- 
viewed with  cautious  care.  They  are  developing  treasures 
in  the  richest  mine  of  a  nation's  wealth,  and  polishing  gems 
that  may  shine  brighter  than  the  diamonds  which  sparkle  in 
the  crowns  of  princes.  The  3'outhful  minds  of  a  whole  genera- 
tion have  been  committed  to  their  hands.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  good  instruction,  the}'  may  be  trained  to  high  attain- 
ments, and  become  adorned  with  Christian  virtues,  and 
fitted,  some  of  them,  for  stations  of  the  highest  responsibil- 
ity, and  all  for  useful  relations  in  society. 

It  may  be  but  an  ideal  picture,  in  which  a  whole  genera- 
tion of  3'outhful  minds  are  represented  in  the  scene,  prepared 
to  perform  their  eartlil}-  mission,  and  to  shine  with  the 
brightness  of  the  stars  in  their  endless  destination  ;  but  the 
teacher's  work  will  not  be  perfected  till  wisdom  and  knowledge 
shall  be  the  stabilitj^  of  the  times  that  are  comiug.  Every 
passing  year  renews  the  assurance  that  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion is  advancing,  and  re-affirms  the  noble  purpose  to  provide 
the  means  of  a  useful  education  for  every  child  of  every  one 
tln^oughout  the  land.  Quickened  energies  and  ncAV  agencies 
are  hastening  the  accomplishment  of  that  purpose.  The 
locomotive  is  carrying  the  blessings  of  civilization  with  the 
speed  of  the  wind  into  the  vast  mountain  ranges  toward  the 
Pacific."  The  telegraph  is  making  "  Electricity  a  mission- 
ary in  the  cause  of  human  progress."  Living  teachers  and 
Chiistian  pioneers  keep  abreast  of  the  swelling  tide  of 
population  that  is  crowding  with  such  rapidity  into  the  west- 
ern territories.  The  system  of  free  schools  is  alread}'  practi- 
cally introduced  there.  One  town  in  Colorado  has  reported 
a  district  school  comprising  200  scholars.  This  S3'stem  is 
extending  in  every  direction  where  it  has  not  been  estab- 
lished. Higher  schools,  and  seminaries,  and  colleges, — some 
of  which  have  been  established  in  regions  that  had  been 
made  desolate  by  the  ravages  of  war,  —  are  diffusing  a  life- 
giving  influence,  and  communicating  inestimable  blessings  in 
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every  part  of  the  land.  Religious  institutions,  certainly  not 
least  in  importance,  are  also  communicating  a  vast  amount 
of  religious  instruction.  With  such  various  instrumentali- 
ties in  successful  operation,  making  such  appliances  to  intel- 
ligent minds,  who  might  not  predict  a  full  measure  of  success 
for  the  great  enterprise  that  is  bearing  with  such  interest  on 
the  destiny  of  the  race.  But  there  is  a  reverse  to  the  scene 
that  is  so  bright  with  hope.  There  are  intimations  of  some 
disaster. 

A  respectable  journal,  which  assumes  to  speak  for  the  peo- 
l^le,  has  advertised  for  men,  —  men  vrho  are  not  for  sale — 
men  who  are  honest  and  true  to  the  heart's  core — men  who 
will  condemn  wrong  in  friend  or  foe  —  men  who  have  con- 
sciences as  steadv  as  the  needle  to  the  pole."  Such  men  are 
regarded  as  the  great  want  of  the  age. 

It  is  believed  that  we  have  some  such  men,  sustaining  high 
offices,  who  will  never  swerve  till  judgment  is  set  in  the 
earth,  and  some  who  have  not  yet  been  sought  out ;  but  we 
need  many  more — thousands  more  are  needed  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation.  They  are  needed  in  every  State  and  town. 
Large  recruits  from  the  rising  race  will  be  demanded.  It  is 
the  work  of  educators  to  make  such  men.  Tlie  supply  ought 
to  be  equal  to  the  demand.  Where  is  the  mistake  ?  By 
what  unskillful  hands  has  the  noble  work  been  marred?  If 
teachers,  with  an  exclusive  aim  to  promote  high  intellectual 
attainments,  to  the  neglect  of  religious  instruction,  have, 
with  a  mistaken  fidelity,  only  prepared  forces,  b}^  which 
active  minds  have  been  impelled  forward  in  their  wicked 
inventions,  that  have  resulted  in  so  many  fraudulent  specula- 
tions, and  financial  disasters,  it  is  a  sad  mistake  that  needs 
a  remedy-.  But  this  great  enterprise  engrosses  the  hearts  of 
the  wise  and  the  good  in  every  part  of  the  land ;  and,  sus- 
tained by  this  liberality,  and  their  prayers,  it  will  be  made 
successful  in  promoting  the  interests  it  involves.  Our 
peculiar  interest  in  it  is  limited  to  one  corner  of  the  wide 
field,  bat  it  has  a  relative  importance,  and  is  worthy  of  a 
careful  review. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Summer  Term. — Length  6  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 21  ;  average  attendance  16  ;  instances  of  tardiness  35  ; 
of  dismissal  14  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  11. 

Teacher,  Miss  Rosa  M.  Hutchins.  — By  manifesting  a 
kind  and  active  interest  in  her  pupils,  the  teacher  awakened 
an  interest  in  them,  and  performed  her  duty  in  her  first  school 
with  good  success. 
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Winter  Term. — Length  8  weeks;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 30  ;  {u  erage  attendance  30  ;  instances  of  tardiness  21  ; 
of  dismissal  29  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  14.  Teacher,  Mr. 
E.  Jkxkins. 

Mr.  Jenkins  has  l^een  a  well-approved  and  successful 
teacher  for  a  course  of  3'ears.  He  conducted  the  operations 
of  this  scliool  with  his  accustomed  energy,  and  with  A'ery 
manifest  good  results.  We  regret  an 3^  necessity  for  report- 
ing a  partial  interruption  of  the  prosperity  of  this  school 
near  its  close.  This  vras  occasioned  by  an  attempt  to  resist 
the  authority  of  the  teacher.  It  ought  to  be  e^-erywhere 
•  imderstood  that  it  is  the  right  and  dut}'  of  the  teacher  to 
bear  rule  in  the  school  room.  "W^hen  parents  or  any  other 
persons  call  in  question  this  riglit,  they  take  a  most  direct 
course  to  introduce  anarch}'  and  confusion  into  the  schools. 
We  think  that  young  men  Avho  make  an  attempt  to  show 
their  prowess  by  resisting  the  authority  of  a  good  teacher, 
must  be  more  mature  in  physical  strength  than  in  manly 
virtues. 

n  ■  .  - 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Summer  Term. — Length  11  weeks;  whole  munber  of 
scholars  28  ;  average  attendance  22  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
181  ;  of  dismissal  60. 

Teacher,  ^Iiss  C.  J.  Maleham. — The  teacher's  work  was- 
well  performed,  and  resulted  in  the  good  improvement  of  her 
pupils.  We  found  in  this  school  a  good  munber  who  had 
pursued  the  study  of  geography  with  an  awakened  interest, 
and  also  a  good  class  in  histor3\  They  are  mentioned  with 
commendation,  not  only  because  of  their  good  progress,  but 
because  these  branches  are  worthy  of  more  general  attention. 

Winter  Term. — Length  14  weeks  :  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 33  ;  average  attendance  27. ;  instances  of  tardiness  46. 

This  school  still  holds  tlie  first  rank  among  the  schools  of 
the  tovrn,  for  the  average  attainments  of  the  pupils.  Under 
the  instruct i(jf)  of  a  well  qualified  teacher,  the  average 
advancement  <]nTiiig  the  Avinter  term  was  very  good.  The 
same  classes  reported  in  the  summer  term  as  pursuing  the 
stud}^  of  Geography,  continued  that  study,  and  also  the 
class  in  histor}^,  considerably  enlarged,  and  with  ver}^  mani- 
fest interest  and  profit.  But  no  undue  encroaclnnent  was 
made  upon  other  branches  which  have  sometimes  received 
more  than  their  share  of  attention.  The  record  reports  10  as 
having  paid  some  attention  to  composition  ;  in  algebra  8  ;  in 
geometr}^  1  ;  in  Latin  4. 


DISTRICT  Xo.  3. 

One  Term. — Length  10  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  scholars- 
11 ;  average  attendance  9  instances  of  tardiness  29  ;  of  dis- 
missal 4  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  1. 

Teacher,  Miss  Lydia  J.  Bennett.— This  school  received 
but  one  visit  from  the  committee.  The  notice  of  the  close 
was  not  given  in  due  season  ;  but  from  indications  of  success 
at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  and  from  the  record  of 
good  attendance,  we  infer  that  the  teacher's  duty  was  dis- 
charged in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
the  scholars  and  secm-e  the  approbation  of  their  parents. 

DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Summer  Term. — Length  6  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 14  ;  average  attendance  13  ;  instances  of  tardiness  25  ; 
Y  ^l^l^     of  dismissal  4  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  5. 

Teacher,  Miss  Lizzie  C.  Farxt^i. — A  teacher  who  is 
well  qualified,  and  who  performs  her  duty  in  the  schoolroom 
with  fidelit3\  The  school  was  very  short,  but  made  com- 
mendable improvement. 

Winter  Term. — Length  9  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 16  ;  average  attendance  12  ;  instances  of  tardiness  22  ; 
of  dismissal  13  :  not  absent  one-half  day  2. 

Teacher,  Mr.  Albert  0.  Robinsox. — This  was  the  first 
school  of  a  j'oung  teacher  Avho  has  made  very  good  attain- 
ments in  the  branches  requked  to  be  taught.  At  the  last 
examination  there  was  evidence  that  the  scholars  who  were 
then  present  had  generally  made  very  good  progress,  the 
progress  of  two  who  had  reached  the  last  page  of  the 
National  Arithmetic  was  remarkably  good.  There  were 
indications  of  thorough  instruction  in  theii'  manner  of  recit- 
ing. We  regi'et  that  any  scholars  should  be  withdi'awn  from 
this  school.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  this  district  have 
made  a  very  essential  improvement  on  theii'  schoolhouse 
dming  the  j^ear. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 
One  Term. — Length  14  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  scholars 
21;  average  attendance  17;  instances  of  tardiness  8;  of 
dismissal  0. 

Teacher,  Miss  L.  A.  G-ale. — This  district  have  been  for- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  an  excellent  teacher  for 
three  successive  years.  The  good  results  are  manifest  in  an 
improved  state  of  then-  school.  The  pupils  in  this  school 
are  not  the  most  advanced,  they  are  comparativel}'  young ; 
and  they  have  but  one  term  in  the  year,  or  two  very  short 
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ones  ;  but  in  no  other  school  visited  during  the  year  have  we 
witnessed  ^v\mt  we  regarded  as  so  near  a  perfect  success. 
The  order  of  the  school  was  good.  Every  part  of  the  teach- 
er's duty  seemed  to  have  received  some  due  share  of  atten- 
tion. In  the  special  attention  to  the  reading  and  speaking 
exercises,  a  good  articulation,  and  sufficient  compass  of  voice 
had  been  required.  Pupils  had  been  taught  to  do  their  work 
well  and  not  allowed  to  hurry  over  a  wide  space.  One  class 
in  Greenleaf 's  Intellectual  Arithmetic  came  to  the  examina- 
tion prepared  to  solve  auy  problem  in  their  book.  This 
school  w^as  visited  by  a  good  number  of  the  .parents  and 
friends  who  were  deeply  interested  in  the  evidence  that  their 
children  had  received  good  instruction.  ^ 

DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Summer  Term. — Length  9  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 14  ;  average  attendance  12  ;  instances  of  tardiness  10  ; 
of  dismissal  1. 

The  term  was  commenced  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
A.  P.  Smith,  who  kept  four  weeks,  and  after  a  short  vaca- 
tion, the  term  was  kept  out  by  Miss  Emma  Carlton.  Both 
are  well  accredited  teachers,  and  both  conducted  the  opera- 
tions of  the  school  with  good  success. 

Winter  Term. — Length  12  weeks  ;  ^^ilole  number  of  schol- 
ars 25  ;  average  attendance  20  ;  instances  of  tardiness  84 ; 
of  dismissal  28  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  2. 

Teacher,  Miss  Vila  Sanders. — With  the  experience  of  a 
successful  teacher.  Miss  Sanders  has  awakened  an  interest  in 
the  exercises  of  the  school  that  is  producing  good  results. 
The  order  of  the  school  was  good,  and  the  indications  of 
improvement  were  very  manifest,  though  the  school  were  not 
expecting  an  examination  at  the  time  of  the  last  visit.  The 
school  is  now  in  operation. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Summer  Term.  —  Length  6  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  22  ;  average  attendance  19  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
14  ;  of  dismissal  26  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  5. 

Teacher,  Miss  Susan  A.  Hobbs. — This  school  was  short 
and  was  visited  but  once.  No  notice  was  given  at  the  close 
of  the  term.  It  is  thought  that  the  teacher's  duty  w^as  per- 
formed with  good  success. 

Winter  Term. — Length  10  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars '2it ;  average  attendance  23  ;  instances  of  tardiness  76  ;  of 
dismissal  4. 
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Teaclier,  Miss  Christie  B.  ISTrrrTER. — A  new  teacher  made 
her  first  trial  in  this  school,  and  with  good  snccess.  The 
most  advanced  pnpils  in  this  school  appear  very  much  inter- 
ested in  improving  their  own  edncation,  and  aid  by  their 
example  in  making  this  a  good  school.  The  average  progi'ess 
was  good.  The  class  in  history  was  heard  with  interest, 
both  in  the  f-eading  exercise  and  the  review ;  also  that  in 
geography.  Two  scholars  attended  to  algebra,  and  two  to 
rhetoric.  The  schoolhonse  in  this  district  can  be  made  more 
pleasant  and  convenient  and  comfortable  by  a  little  neces- 
saiy  ex})ense. 

DISTRICT  No.  8.  , 

Snmmer  Term. — Length  7  weeks  ;  whole  nnmber  of  schol- 
ars 15  ;  average  attendance  11 ;  instances  of  tardiness  34 ;  of 
dismissal  8  ;  not  absent  one-half  da}^  2. 

Teacher,  Miss  Lucy  A.  Hill. — This  is  the  second  year 
the  same  teacher  has  taught  in  her  home  district,  with  very 
good  success.  Good  order  was  maintained,  and  the  improve- 
ment was  all  that  could  be  expected  for  so  short  a  term. 
The  Register  contains  the  names  often  pnpils  who  did  not 
whisper  once  during  the  term. 

Winter  Term. — Length  7  weeks ;  whole  number  of  scholars 
14;  average  attendance  12;  instances  of  tardiness  17;  of 
dismissal  13. 

Teacher,  Mr.  Stephen  H.  Hutchins. — A  teacher  who  is 
well  qualified,  and  who  communicates  instruction  with 
accuracy.    He  kept  a  profitable  school. 

DISTRICT  No.  9. 

Summer  Term. — Length  9  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  51  ;  average  attendance  44;  instances  of  tardiness 
10;  of  dismissal  9;  not  absent  one-half  day  4. 

Teacher,  Miss  S.  F  Sanborn. — This  school  made  improve- 
ment under  Miss  Sanborn's  instruction.  We  regard  her  as 
an  excellent  teacher,  whose  method  of  communicating 
instruction  is  well  adapted  to  awaken  an  interest  in  ingen- 
uous minds.  We  think,  too,  that  her  method  of  governing, 
that  of  moial  suasion,  combining  kind  inventions  to  reach 
the  understanding,  is  the  best  method  in  all  cases,  where  it 
can  be  maintained  with  firmness;  but  in  schools  so  large 
where  prompt  obedience  has  not  always  been  exacted  of 
pupils,  even  under  parental  control,  it  is  a  difficult  work. 
This  method,  after  a  fair  trial,  ought  sometimes  to  give 
way  to  a  more  decisive  method. 
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Winter  Term — Lenp^th  9  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 69 ;  average  attendance  52 ;  instances  of  tardiness  74 ; 
of  dismissal  68;  not  absent  one-half  day  Y. 

Teacher,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Sanborn. — This  teacher  con- 
trolled the  operations  of  his  school  with  prompt  and  active 
energy.  A  brief  examination  of  the  numercms  classes  was 
well  sustained.  The  average  progress,  we  tmnk,  was  good. 
One  class  of  ten  who  had  made  history  a  partial  study, 
using  it  in  their  reading  exercise,  and  answering  questions 
on  a  review,  who  were  examined  by  topics,  also  two  classes 
in  geography,  numbering  thirty,  were  heard  with  interest. 
A  class  of  four  had  attended  to  algebra,  one  to  Latin,  and 
some  thirty  to  penmanship.  With  so  many  classes  and  so 
many  young  pupils  that  require  attention  in  the  daily  drill, 
there  is  involved  too  much  work  to  be  required  at  the  hands 
of  any  one  teacher.  But  we  forbear  to  add  more,  for  we 
have  just  received  the  intimation  that  this  district  are  al- 
ready devising  a  plan  to  establish  this  school  on  the  graded 
system,  and  to  keep  it  more  permanently  in  operation.  The 
liberality  of  parents  and  citizens  has  been  well  attested  in 
providing  a  nice  house.  This  is  certainly  a  generous 
devise;  and,  if  accomplished,  it  will,  we  are  assured, 
prove  to  be  the  wisest  economy. 

DISTRICT  No.  10. 

Winter  Term — Length  10  weeks;  whole  number  of 
sscbolars  10;  average  attendance  9 ;  instances  of  tardiness 
14;  of  dismissal  10  ;  not  absent  one-half  day  3. 

This  school  contains  some  good  scholars,  who  are  all 
well  advanced.  All  seem  disposed  to  make  some  good 
improvement  of  their  advantages.  A  class  of  two  reviewed 
Ihe  National  Arithmetic,  and  pursued  the  study  of  algebra. 
The  general  improvement  was  very  commendable.  Teacher, 
Mr.  Fred  B.  Shorey.  The  schoolhouso  greatly  needs  some 
attention.  There  is  no  sitting-room  in  the  district  that 
would  be  accounted  comfortable  or  safe  with  so  many  crev- 
ices through  which  the  wintry  winds  can  pass  at  liberty. 
DISTRICT  No.  11. 

Summer  Term. — Length  5  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  24  ;  average  attendance  20  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
66  ;  of  dismissal  15. 

Fall  Term. — Length  1  weeks;  whole  number  of  scholars 
25 ;  average  attendance  22  ;  instances  of  tardiness  49 ;  of 
dismissal  11. 

Teacher  for  both  terms,  Miss  Emma  T.  Davis.  —  Under 
the  faithful  instruction  of  an  experienced  teacher,  the  pupils 
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made  good  improvement  during  both  terms.  This  school 
now  has  a  permanent  home  in  a  nice  house,  furnished  hy 
the  liberality  of  parents  and  other  friends.  It  will  be  very 
convenient  and  pleasant  when  the  inside  finish  is  fully  com- 
pleted, f 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  connected  with  the  schools 
during  the  year  296  ;  average  attendance  '-'09. 

In  this  brief  review  of  the  operations  of  the  schools,  it 
will  be  seen  that  they  have  been  accredited  with  a  good 
degree  of  success.     There  has  been  no  failure;  but  few 
complaints  have  been  heard.    They  have  all  been  visited, 
and  the  teachers  have  generally  been  found  at  their  woik 
with  a  manifest  purpose.    In  their  own  peculiar  methods 
of  giving  instruction,  they  have  found  access  to  youthful 
minds,  and  awakened  some  desire  for  iuiprovement.  Dur- 
ing their  short  term  of  service  some  have  attained  to  higher 
degrees  of  success,  but  all  have  been  useful.    In  a  few 
schools  it  was  too  manifest  that  but  a  very  small  propor- 
tion of  time  had  been  given  to  first  lessons  in  the  rudi- 
ments.   In  some  others  only  a  partial  attention  had  hv.en 
paid  to  penmanship  ;  and  in   one  none  at  all.      In  this 
instance  pupils  may  have  a  better  chance  to  receive  instruc- 
tion in  a  separate  course,  but  generally  it  is  not  so  There 
is  still  need  of  more  attention  to  this  part  of  a  useful  educa- 
tion    In  several  schools  we  have  been  happy  to  find  a 
continued  and  increasing  interest  in  the  study  of  history 
and  geography.    These  branches  ought  to  receive  attention 
from  larger  numbers     There  is  no  history  in  the  world  so 
full  of  interest  to  American  youths  as  the  history  of  the 
United  States     They  learn  from  it  b}^  what  right  of  put- 
chase  our  civil  and  religious  institutions  have  been  obtained, 
and  by  what  sacrifices  they  have  been  preserv^ed.  No 
change  has  been  made  in  the  text  books  during  the  year. 
We  still  think  that  a  change  of  arithmetics  is  required  by  a 
regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools.    It  is  thought 
that  such  a  change  may  result  in  a  saving  of  time  in 
acquiring  the  same  amount  of  practical  knowledge. 

A  session  of  the  Teacher's  Institute  at  Ossipee,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
was  duly  notified  ;  but  our  town  was  represented  there  by 
only  one  teacher.  We  know  full  well  that  some  j^oung 
persons,  who  have  faithfully  improved  their  limited  advan- 
tages in  preparing  to  teach,  do  not  find  it  convenient  to  * 
meet  the  expense,  when  they  have  an  opportunit}^  to  teach 
only  for  one  or  two  short  terms  in  the  year;  but  we  thii-ik 
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it  very  desirable  that  all  our  teachers  should  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  the  Institute  Its  exercises  are  designed  to 
represent  a  sliort  course  of  Normal  instruction. 

Good  teachers,  who  love  their  work,  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  tiieir  attainments,  but  will  gladly  impro%e  their  quali- 
fications in  the  best  pos.sible  manner.    The  largest  number 
of  our  teacliers  are  lady  teachers.     It  is  so  throughout  the 
State.    We  trust  they  will  magnify  their  otSce,  and  that  all 
the  \'0ung  ladies  who  aspire  to  it,  will  take  due  care  to  be 
\vell  qualified  ;  and  not  on\y  fui'nish  full  proof  lhat  they  are 
apt  to  teach,  but  skillful  in  tlieir  iuvention.s  ro  awaken 
^lug^nsli  rnifids,  and  to  control  ihe  wayward.    We  predict 
for  llicm  a  large  share  of  success  in  this  competition     It  is 
within  the  limits  of  woman's  sphere.    A  large  number 
from  this  class  of  teachers  have  goue  out  in  different  dircc- 
tio.ts  to  give  primary  in.struction  in  communities  that  have 
i)ecn  impoverished,  and  made  desolate  amid  the  commotions 
of  war ;  and  others  to  be  connected  with  higher  schools 
that  are  newly  established     And  who  does  not  honor  the 
heroic  fortitude,  the  Christian  magnanimity,  tfie  self-denial, 
and  patient  endurance  of  such  a  band  of  teachers?  ^\'hat 
other  daught(;rs  of  the  bind  are  excelling  them  in  deeds  that 
are  most  truly  ennobling?     What  higher  achievements,  to 
which  woman's  ambition  can  aspire,  will  shed  a  brighter 
lustre  on  her  character?    Tney  are  communicating  instruc- 
tion to  a  multitude  of  minds  that  had  long  been  shrouded 
in  ignorance.    Their  self-denying  zeal  awakens  admiration 
and  gratitude.    Female  touchers,  at  home  and  abroad,  arc 
performing  a  work  in  wliich  they  are  permitted  to  exert  an 
influence  that  will  be  felt  throughout  the  nation.    They  are 
ibrining  character     Their  influence  is  now  felt  in  every 
good  enterprise,  in  every  work  of  moral  reform.    It  is  a 
life-giving  influence  in  promoting  that  right''Ousness  which 
exalts  a  nation.    As  a  general  rule  they  arc  first  in  their 
efforts  to  impart  moral  and  religdous  instruction  in  the 
schools  ;  and  yet  there  is  in  many  instances  a  partial,  and 
in  some,  almost  an  entire  neglect  of  this  duty.    There  is  no 
part  of  the  teacher's  work,  in  the  average,  that  is  so  superfi- 
cially done. 

Louder  remonstrances  ought  to  be  entered  against  this 
neglect.  It  is  no  sectarian  zeal  We  have  juvenile  delin- 
quents all  over  the  State  Some  of  them  have  been  ar- 
rested, and  put  under  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  Reform 
School  at  Concord  ;  and  more  ought  to  be  there  It  is  a 
noble  institution  that  is  sustained  at  a  considerable  expense 
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to  the  State.  It  would  be  better  to  prevent  any  necessity 
for  that  expense.  But  we  would  not  hold  teachers  alone 
responsible  for  that  greater  amount  of  religious  instruction 
that  is  so  absolutely  needed.  More  must  be  done  by  par- 
ents in  the  home  education.  What  kind  inventions  can  be 
tried  to  reach  those  who  receive  no  such  instruction  from 
parents,  either  in  precept  or  cKample? 

It  is  g'cneraily  under  the  direction  of  parents,  especially 
the  mother,  that  the  first  impulse  of  moral  sensibility  is 
awakened,  and  the  first  lessons  are  imparted.  The  bold 
assertion  that  "  never  did  a  great  or  good  man  exist  who 
did  not  owe  his  character  to  hin  mother,''  contains  a  gen- 
eral truth. 

Karly  instruction,  faithfully  given,  "  sweetened  by  a 
mother's  love,"  and  accompanied  by  a  miOther's  prayers  for 
divine  aid,  cannot  fail  to  produce  lasting  impressioris  We 
claim  for  the  schools  a  larger  patronage  from  mothers.  It 
is  a  just  chiim  wheri  so  many  lady-teachers  are  employed. 
But  it  is  the  right,  the  prioilege  of  mothers  to  enter  the 
school-room  and  with  words  of  kindness  to  encourage  the 
teacher,  and  awaken  animation  in  the  children  they  have 
sent  there  for  instruction.  In  a  few  instances  we  have  been 
happy  to  find  mothers  present  at  the  closing  examination. 
Would  that  more  mothers,  and  fathers  too,  would  perform 
such  a  duty  and  share  in  the  joy  of  witnessing 'the  exer- 
cises of  a  well-ordered  school. 

The  schools  ought  to  be  held  in  higher  estimation  by  every 
class  of  citizens.  They  have  fuih'  attested  the  wisdom  and  be- 
nevolence of  their  founders,  in  every  community,  where  their 
influence  has  been  felt.  Never  before  did  they  proffer  their 
blessings  to  such  a  wide  extent.  Never  before  have  the}-  attained 
to  such  a  degree  of  prosperity  in  so  large  a  nnm!)er  of  States. 
But  they  need  to  be  brought  to  a  higher  state  of  perfection. 
They  need  to  be  greatly  improved  in  our  own  communities. 
They  ought  novfhere  to  be  regarded  as  an  old  dilapidated  insti- 
tution that  is  to  be  shut  up  in  a  decayed  habitation,  and  preserved 
only  at  the  smallest  expense  required  by  law.  It  is  an  institu- 
tion that  must  be  kept  ever  new  and  young, — not  merely  in  new 
recruits,  but  in  its  external  surroundings,  and  in  the  vigor  and 
enthusiasm  by  which  its  internal  operations  are  sustained.  The 
schools  ought  to  receive  a  better  patronage.  They  need  many 
things  that  are  essential  to  the  highest  state  of  prosperity, — some 
of  which  are  outline  maps,  and  globes,  and  a  standard  dictionery 
in  every  school-room.  They  are  worthy  of  better  endovvments. 
They  were  established  beside  the  institutions  of  religion,  and 
when  they  are  sustained  in  harmonious  action,  they  are  made 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  highest  interests  of  man.  There 
is  a  wrong  esdmate  of  wealth  in  communities,  where  these  in- 
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stitutions  lanon^ish  for  want  of  patronage.  Let  all  parents  and 
honorable  citizens  sustain  them  with  a  generous  liberality,  and 
they  will  perpetuate  a  good  influence,  and  bequeath  to  their 
posterity  the  best  inheritance, 

N.  BARLER,  School  Committee. 

Wakefield,  Dec.  26,  1869. 
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EXPENDITURES 


TOWN  or  WAKEFIELD, 

Froi  FeMary  20,  1869,  to  Marcli  1, 1810, 

TOO£THER  WITH  THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


DOVER,  N.  H.  : 
PRINTED  AT  OFFICE  OF  DOVER  GAZETTE. 
1870. 


REPORT. 


STATE  TAX. 

Paid  Peter  Sanborn,  State  Treasurer,  $2,002  00 

COUNTY  TAX. 

Paid  Thomas  Nute,  County  Treasurer,  1,903  53 

Amount  paid  State  and  County,  $3,905  53 


SCHOOLS. 


School  District  No.  1 

$150  66 

11 

tt 

"  2 

192  00 

t( 

it 

3 

63  17 

it 

tt 

tt  4 

65  00 

u 

tt 

"  5 

107  40 

it 

tt 

"  6 

97  11 

u 

tt 

tt  rj 

73  07 

it 

tt 

"  8 

95  67 

u 

tt 

tt  9 

217  50 

it 

tt 

"  10 

71  77 

tt 

tt 

"  11 

50  20 

 $1,183  55 

Heirs  of  Edmund  B.  Tibbetts,  school  tax,  90 


$1,184  45 
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TOWN  PAUPERS. 

N.  H.  Asylum,  for  support  of 
Harriet  S.  Cook,  1  year  to  Feb. 
1, 1870,  $209  24 

Jacob  Ballard,  for  support  of 
Widow  Betsey  Dame,  from  Feb. 
to  April  16,  1869,  at  $2  per 
week,  15  43 

Rosemandal  Young,  for  board  of 
Betsey  Dame,  45  weeks  and  5 
days,  at  $1.50  per  week,  68  56 

Hiram  R.  Waldron,  for  board  of 
Daniel  Quimby,  from  Feb.^14, 
1869,to  March  1, 1870, 54  weeks, 
at  $1.75  per  week,  ,94  50 

Mary  Wentworth,  54  weeks,  94  50 

Jane  Waldron,  54  weeks,  54  00 

Louisa  Nutter,  8  weeks  at  $1.75 

per  week,  14  00 

Louisa  Nutter,  46  at  $1.25  per 

week,  57  50 

C.  R.  Drake,  for  support  of  Widow 

Sally  Philbrick,  54  00 

Sally  Allen,  for  support  of  child 
of  Benjamin  Allen,  1  year  from 
Feb.  14,  1869,  39  00 

George  W.  Goodwin,  for  4  cords 
wood  delivered  Rhoda  McDan- 
iels,  10  00 

Hiram  R.  Waldron,  for  1  bushel 
meal  delivered  Rhoda  McDan- 
iels,  1  50 

Joseph  M.  Woodman,  for  R.  K. 

Witham,  6  19 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$718  42 
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Amount  brought  forward ^    $718  42 

Daniel  Campernell,  for  supplies 

furnished  R.  McDaniels,  64  39 

Charles  A.  Varney,  for  goods  fur- 
nished Rhoda  McDaniels,  3  24 

A.  J.  Milliken,  for  goods  furnished 

Rhoda  McDaniels,  11  36 

Samuel  W,  Roberts,  for  medical 
services  rendered  Daniel  Quim- 
by,  6  50 

Hiram  R.  Waldron  and  others,  for 

support  of  Sundry  Paupers,         18  95 


Amount  paid  for  town  Paupers,  $812  86 

COUNTY  PAUPERS. 

N.  H.  Asylum,  for  support  of  Ann 

Conoly  1  year,  $251  56 

Alpheus  Wiggin,  for  support  of 
Polly  Cloutman  and  Hadassah 
Seavey,  from  Feb.  15, 1869,  to 
March  1,  1870,  180  42 

Rosemandel  Young,  for  board  of 
David  Campernell  9  weeks  and 
2  days,  to  March  1,  1870,  27  84 

Thomas  Chapman  and  others, 
for  supplies  furnished  Charles 
Bickfbrd,  83  20 

Noah  Robinson  and  John  L.  Per- 
kins, for  board  of  Nancy  Ed- 
geriy,  110  41 

Hiram  R,  Waldron  and  others, for 
board  and  clothes  of  Moses 
Copp,  113  31 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$766  74 
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Amount  brought  forward,    $766  74 

Stephen  D.  Hutchins,  board  of 
William  Copp,  in  winter  of 
1869,  50  00 

John  L.  Swinerton  and  others,  for 
support  of  Nicholas  Brown  in 
spring  of  1869,  53  45 

Hiram  R.  Waldron,  for  54  weeks* 
board,  for  Nathaniel  Burbank 
to  March  1,  1870,  94  50 

Hiram  E.  Waldron,  11  weeks* 

board  for  David  Campernell,       19  25 

Amount  paid  for  support  of 
County  Paupers,  from  Feb.  15, 
1869,  to  March  1,  1870,  $983  94 


PAID    ON    OUTSTANDING   PAUPER    BILLS   DUE  PRIOR  TO 
FEB.  20,  1869. 

John  L.  Swinerton,  for  medical 

services  for  Charles  Jordan,         35  00 

George  W.  Hersey,  for  Charles 
Kimball,  32  00 

S.  S.  Parker,  for  support  of  Abby 

Wentworth,  50  00 

H.  R  King,  for  Charles  Kimball,     10  00 

Jeremiah  L.  Brown,  for  medical 

services  for  Abby  Wentworth,      11  50 

R.  B.  Foss,  for  medical  atten- 
dance for  Jenness  boy,  27  00 

  $165  50 
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ABATEMENTS. —  1864. 

I.  T.  Clark,  William  E.  Tucker, 

Poll  tax,  $4  95 

1865. 

Chesley  Jenness,  8  95 

J.  D.  Watson,  3  51 

 $12  46 

I.  T.  Clark,  for  the  year  1866,  the  following  Abate- 
ments :  — 

John  H.  Glidden,  $6  05 

Aaron  Nichols,  8  10 

Asa  G.  Wentworth,  2  04 

Chesley  Jenness,  6  81 

Elijah  Lock,  6  75 

  $29  75 


To  paid  I.  T.  Clark,  for  the  following  Abatements, 
for  the  year  1867  :  — 


George  W.  Bickford, 

$4 

08 

Asa  M.  Farnham, 

7 

31 

Isaiah  Moulton, 

4 

08 

James  L.  Wentworth, 
Eichard  F.  D.  Sibley, 

13 

70 

4 

08 

George  A.  Brown, 

4 

08 

Asa  M.  Farnham,  2d, 

4 

08 

Aaron  Nichols, 
Eliphalet  Willey, 

7 

31 

62 

Amount,  ■   $49  34 

To  paid  I.  T.  Clark,  for  the  following  Abatements 
for  the  year  1868 :  — 


r 


To  Oliver  L.  Allen,  $3  15 
George  W.  Bickford,  3  15 
Joseph  E.  Campernell,  4  41 
James  Tuttle,  over-taxed,  3  15 
Charles  S.  Fellows,  3  15 
Melvin  D.  Folsom,  3  15 
Benjamin  Horn,  1  15 
Chesley  Jenness,  Jr.,  3  15 
Edward  Mason,  3  15 
Nathaniel  Piper,  3  15 
Ebenezer  Smith,  6  80 
John  W.  Sanborn,  error  in  as- 
sessment, 4  20 
Stephen  Waldron,  50 
Henry  Wentworth,  3  15 
Sally  Watson,  1  05 
Isaac  Welch,  dog-tax,  1  00 
Asa  Bean  Lot,  72 
Levi  M.  Ames,  3  15 
George  A.  Brown,  3  15 
Abigail  Cook,  3  78 
Frank  E.  Davis,  3  15 
Joseph  F.  Fernald,  3  15 
^  Rufus  K.  Hanson,  3  15 
Levi  Huntress,  3  15 
Levi  B.  Johnson,  -  3  15 
John  S.  Nason,  3  15 
Sally  Sanborn,  2  10 
John  R.  Princeton,  3  15 
B.  B.  Tibbetts,  heirs  of,  2  09 
Phineas  Wentworth,  3  15 
Lyman^  Wentworth,  3  15 
Stephen  M.  Willey,  2  68 
George  E.  Wentworth,  3  15 
John  Churchill,  2  38 

Amount,    $90  01 


9. 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Benjamin  Randall, 

$1 

50 

Samuel  Cook, 

18 

50 

John  W.  Evans, 

5 

00 

John  W.  Kimball, 

2 

27 

Joseph  G.  Evans, 

JT  7 

9 

00 

Davis  Mayhew, 

6 

00 

Charles  Moalton, 

2 

55 

Edwin  P.  Farnham, 
Daniel  Campernell, 

1 

67 

3 

67 

Charles  H.  Smith, 

8 

17 

William  Gowen, 

1 

67 

Calvin  Farnham, 

1 

00 

James  D.  Hutchins, 

1 

00 

Charles  F.  Rines, 

4 

48 

George  H.  Gaere, 

2 

35 

Stephen  D.  Hutchins, 

2 

00 

John  R.  Downs, 

2 

00 

Ira  I.  Thompson, 

7 

00 

Hiram  R.  Waldron, 

8 

54 

Samuel  B.  Champion, 

3 

00 

Alfred  G.  Younar, 

3 

00 

Nathaniel  Paul, 

3 

00 

Charles  Dore, 
John  F.  Weeks, 

8 

12 

1 

50 

William  B.  Wentworth, 

7 

00 

Daniel  Young, 

4 

50 

Madison  S.  Wentworth, 

6 

50 

Joshua  Brooks, 

7 

75 

Thomas  Wood, 

1 

33 

Simon  Fernald, 
James  Young, 

4 

67 

3 

25 

Isaac  T.  Clark, 
Phineas  J.  Weeks, 

75 

1 

50 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$144  24 
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Amount  brought  forward,    tl44  24 


Jacob  Lock,  1  50 

John  C.  WaldroD,  p  50 

Brackett  M.  Weeks,  7  75 

Peter  Cook,  14  50 

Charles  A.  Weeks,  8  25 

Algernon  S.  Weeks,  14  17 

James  Tuttle,  6  00 

James  W.  Shorey,  4  25 

Burrows  Drew,  2  17 

James  L.  Wentworth,  1  50 

Sylvester  M.  Cooper,  10  75 

James  and  William  E.  Tucker,  12  00 

Phineas  Wentworth,  3  75 

David  W.  C.  Wentworth,  3  00 

Maybew  C.  Davis,  4  75 

F.  A.  Leighton,  1  50 

Jonathan  M.  Burley,  11  39 

A.  T.  Wentworth,  1  50 

George  L.  Wentworth,  10  50 

JohnDore,  2d,  11  67 

Nathan  J.  Weeks,  2  50 

Nahum  Nason,  7  25 

J.  W.  Hanson,  2  25 

Joseph  Hanson,  3  75 

George  F.  Sceggell,     .  4  50 

Charles  F.  Rines,  6  50 

Reuben  L.  Cooper,  6  75 

Samuel  G.  Wentworth,  4  50 

Thomas  C.  Young,  5  00 

A.  T.  Wentworth,  1  50 

James  Young,  3  50 

Joseph  H.  Allen,  18  50 

John  Gilman,  14  25 


Amount  carried  forward y  $359  39 


\ 


[  I 


\ 

\ 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $359  39 
iamuel  B.  Ames,  for  work  on 

Dore  Hill,  13  50 

Charles  E.  Brackett,  52  48 

John  G.  Sanborn,  42  76 

Ira  Hanson,  18  00 

Nathaniel  Meserve,  47  32 

John  Howell,  19  62 

S.  B.  Ames,  for  work  in  Dis.  15,  21  00 

Andrew  Whittemore,  4  50 

John  W.  Sanborn,  25  16 

Samuel  C.  Horn,  29  75 

William  A.  Malehatn,  21  50  \ 

John  W.  Mathes,  11  84 

John  W.  Mathes,  28  36 

•Tohu  A.  Cook,  34  50 

James  McN.  Cook,  32  75 

Peter  Cook,  425  00 

Thomas  L.  Went  worth,  75 

J.  M.  Woodman,  8  17 

$1;206  35 

PAID  ON  OUTSTANDING  ROAD  BILLS* 

Luther  G.  Cate,  for  bridge  plank 

and  repairing  road  at  Union,  $176  53 

Jay  H.  and  Charles  H.  Hall,  24 

days'  work,  33  00 

John  Sanborn,  for  6  days'  work,  9  00 

Charles  E.  More,  for  plank,  12  42 


Witham  &  Gerrish,  372  84 

John  Davis,  25  00 

Whole  amount  for  repairing  roads 


220  95 
397  84 


and  bridges,  $1,825  14 


William  A.  Maleham,  $71  50 

William  Sawyer,  interest,  6  00 

Maha^a  Danell,  interest,  30  40 

Mary  Gitrland,  interest,  24  00 

Calvip  Sanborn,  interest,  53  33 

John  Paul,  interest,  24  00 
A/^in  D.  Paul,  note  and  interest,  651  07 

/rank  Hobbs,  interest,  8  11 

JFrank  Hobbs,  note,  306  90 

/    George  W.  Dyce,  interest,  7  24 

Jacob  S.  Adams,  interest,  44  16 

George  W.  Dyce,  note^  100  00 

Betsy  S.  Hutchins,  interest,  15  04 

*     Z.  S.  Perkins,  interest,  46  66 

Sarah  A.  Quimby,  interest,  13  68 

John  Clark,  interast,  80  00 
Calvin  Sanborn,  note  and  interest,  319  46 


Calvin  Sanborn,  note  and  interest,  402  38 
Calvin  Sanborn,  note  and  interest,  102  66 
Calvin  Sanborn,  note  and  interest,  2,146  66 


Alvah  H.  Sawyer,  note  and  in- 
terest, 108  00 
Samuel  Yeaton,  interest,  19  46 
JJohn  G.  Sanborn,  interest,  6  21 
Joseph  B.  Wiggin,  interest,  60  00 
Hannah  J.  Abbott,  note  and  inter- 
est, 1,090  59 
John  W.  Sanborn,  Executor  of 

will  of  Harriet  Sanborn,  104  00 


Lydia  Gilman,  note  and  interest,    492  48 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$6,333 


13 


too 

27 
100 


465  34 


1  Amount  carriel  forward, 
.nstineConant,  rote  and  inter- ^^^^^ 

^s'Siintelstforuseof 

rtha  B  Horn,  ivlavt  of  note, 

2  J   Berry  Jte  and  inter- 

"'^'''Se  inftnoteandin- 
Borge  b-age,  ui  i  j 

iterest,  , 
I  H.  Paul,  mtere  , 

''^"^^^Rnrlev  ni  and  interest, 
£:/LStcf  interest, 

i^^illStt  bounty 
William  R.  Cook  ote  and  mterest 

T  IT  TTnbbs  in  art  of  note,  i"" 
Rob^rfsaSertote  and  interest,  424 

sS  M-WiU  balance  on  2  ^^^^^ 

notes,  .      „  338 

AmasaCopp,neiniaU, 

Amasa  Copp,  ^.^^  from 

Whole  amounrfaid  on  N  tLS  ir  ^ 

Feb.  20,  18f,to  March  1,1»^^; 


$6,333  9f 


00 
00 

50 
00 


260 

8 

82 


599 
973 
28 
4 
251 
169 


49 
40 
40 
30 

46 
68 
00 
90 
00 
5(5 
00 
65 

op 

09 
25 
84 


.$l6,9p8 


St 
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BREAKING  RO 
Bist.  No,  1  —  John  W 
i'aid  John  W.  Evans,  . 
Joseph  G.  Evans,  . 
Charles  Moulton,  . 
Nathaniel  Garland.  . 
Sarah  Kimball, 


DS,  1869. 

-  $5  10 
■   10  52 

-  7  00 
•   10  71 

7  49 


Dist.  No.  2     Samuel  H  Smith 
Pa  d  Wilham  A.  Maleham,  ^  t/"^^' 

"    Otis  Wiswall  05 

"    A.  S.  Weeks,  "  ,^48 

S.  H.  Smith,  ■ 
Charles  H.  Smith,    .  ,  f ^ 

Joseph  Maleham,     .  8  52 


0  82 


Paid  Samuel  Cook, 

Joseph  H.  Alien,  . 
James  Tuttle, 
"    Jane  Cook, 

Andrevv  Whittemore,' 
James  McN.  Cook, 


$57  18 


117  40 

5  70 

13  10 

6  07 

14  07 
10  09 


F^id^Petor  Cook, 

I^obert  A.  Cook,  . 

«    ^^o'-go  L.  Wentworth, 
«     G^eorge  p.  ScegP-ell 
.    Isaac  D.Watsonf  \ 
u   ,f°^"^A.  Cook, 

•^o^m  W.  Mathef,  ' 


$66  43 


$22  50 
8  40 
31  09 
2  70 
8  53 
31  79 
12  00 
39  92 


$156  93 
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PAID  FOR  SERVICES  OF  TOWN  C^rpl 


Nathaniel  Barker,  superintending 

School  Committee,  $22  0( 

Charles  A.  Varne}^  4  0( 

William  Sawyer,  Town  Clerk,  17 

Ebenezer  Garvin,  Treasurer,  10  OC 

Elijah  Wadleigh,  Selectman,  1869,  | 

Feb.  26,  one-half  day  at  Dover,  'l  00 
March  13,  one-half  day  at  office,         1  00 
u    20,     "             "     "  1  00 

26,     "         "    "    Dover,      1  00 
April       2  days,  taking  inventory,     4  00 

"  6  days,  making  taxes,  12  00 
"         2  days  at  office,  4  00 

"    28j  making  tax-list  for  Col- 
lector, 2  00 
May  12,  distributing  Surveyor-books,  1  00 
2  days  at  office,                    4  00 
June  21,  one-half  day  to  Horn's 

mill  road,  1  00 

"  28,  one-half  day,  copying  in- 
ventory, 5  00 
Oct.  5,  1  day  to  N.  Wakefield,  2  00 
"  6,  one-half  day  on  roads,  1  00 
"  7,  1  day  on  roads,  2  00 
"  9,  one-half  day  on  roads,|  1  00 
"  12,  1  day  at  N.  Wakefield,  2  00 
"         one-half  day  at  office,  to 

draw  jury,  1  00 

"    18,  1  day  getting  affidavit  in 

pauper  case,  2  00 

"    21,  1  day  at  Ossipee,  settling 

bills,  3  00  ' 

- "    25,  1  day  at  Ossipee,  3  00 


AiTiounl  carried  forward^ 


$107 
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Amount  brought  forward,     $107  27 

i/ev-  15,                 "  3  00 

To,  fixing  jury  list,  1  00 
Feb.  10,  carrying  money  to  pay 

Conant  note  to  Boston,  1  50 

"    28,  5  days  settling  town  acts.,  10  00 

Ebenezer  Garvin,  Selectman,  1869, 

llarch  20,  one-half  day  at  office,  $1  00 

a    27,      "            "  1  00 

"    29,  trip  to  Union,        "  1  00 

April,  7  days  taking  Inventory,  14  00 

"     5  days  at  office,  10  00 

"  20  and  24.  2  days  at  office,  4  00 
May  27,  1  day  at  office,  relative  to 

County  Panpers,  2  00 
June  22,  trip  Horn's  Mill,  to  exam- 
ine road,  1  00 
June  28,  1  day  with  liorse  to  hire 

money,  2  00 
September  9,  trip  to  Parsonfield,  to 

see  Mr.  Nutter,  2  50 

October  7,  trip  to  N.  Wakefield,  2  00 

"       8,  trip  to  Woodman's  Mill,  1  00 

9,  half  day  at  office,  1  00 

"  12,  half  day  at  office,  1  00 
"       28,  trip  toN.  Wakefield 

to  examine  road,  1  00 

November  9,  half  dav  at  office,  1  00 

25,  1  day*  collecting  bills,  2  00 

December  18,  revising  Jury  list,  1  00 
"        24,  trip  to  Woodman's 

Mil^,  2  00 

Paid,  for  setting  glass  in  Town  House,  13 


Amount  carried  forward,  $173 
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1870. 

Amount  brought  forward,  $173 
January  1,  half  day  at  office,  1 
"       2,  trip  to  Acton  to  hire 
money, 

January  4,1  day  examining  rec- 
ords, relative  to  the  settlement 
of  Betsey  Dame, 
January  8, 1  day  at  north  part  of 

town  collecting  bills, 
February  12,  half  day  at  office, 
"       16,  1  day  with  Mr. 
Wadleigh,  to  settle  bills, 
February  18,  19,  2  half  days  at  office,  2 
6  days  at  office,  12 
Paid  J.  McN.  Cook,  Selectman,  1869. 


40 
00 


2  00 


2  00 


March  20,  half  day  at  office,  1 

"     27,  half  day  at  office,  1 

April,  4  days  taking  Inventory,  8 
"     5  days  making  taxes,  10 
"     16,  half  day  removing  Pau- 
per to  James  Young,  1 

April  20,  1  day  at  office,  2 

"     work  on  Surveyor's  list,  1 

"    24,  1  day  at  office,  2 

29,  1  day  distributing  Sur- 
veyor's list,  2 

May  1,  half  day  at  office,  1 

"    dividing  school  money,  1 

June  21,  1  day  at  Horn's  Mill, 

on  road,  2 

June,  half  day  "    "        "  1* 

October  9,  half  day  at  office,  1 

"      12,  half  day  at  office,  1 


00 
00 

00 
00 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$232  40 
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Amount  brought  forward,    $232  40 

October  16,  half  day  at  office,  1  00 

"      25,  1  day  at  Ossipee,  set- 
tling Pauper  bills,  3  00 
December  15, 1  day  at  Ossipee, 

settling  Pauper  bills,  3  00 

December  18,  half  day  at  office, 

revising  Jury  list,  1  00 

1870. 

January  8,  half  day  at  north  part 

of  town,  1  00 

Februray,  settling  bills  6  days,        12  00 


Amount  paid  for  services  of  Town  officers,     $250  40 
BY  RECEIVED. 

1869. 

April  10,  of  Lydia  Burley,  on  Town  Note,      $973  68 

^'    13,  "  Amasa  Copp,  "  "  2,000  00 

"    21,  "  Lydia  Oilman,  "  456  00 

"    27,  "  Calvin  Sanborn,  "  300  00 

l^ay  15,  "  Harriet  Sanborn,  "  "  100  00 

15,  "  Moses  B.  Canney,  "  "  500  00 

Sept.  9,  "  Joseph  Maleham,  300  00 

"    25,  "  Prank  Hobbs,  «  "  500  00 

«    27,     Albert  L.  Dow,  «  «  100  00 

30,  "  Amasa  Copp,  "  "  330  00 

Oct.  20,  "  Calvin  Sanborn,  "  "  100  00 

Dt^c.  11,     Jacob  Lock,  «  "  100  00 

"    11,     Nathan  J.  Weeks,  "  100  00 

Apr.  15,  "  Sally  C.  Weeks,  «  «  200  00 

1870. 

Jan.    1,  "  William  H.  Lord,  "  "  .  200  00 

^*    "    "  John  Clark,  «  "  100  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$6,059  68 
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Amount  brought  forward^  $6,059  68 

JaD.  1,  of  Hiram  Lord,  on  Town  Note,  550  00 

"    12,     Sylvester  G.  Canney,  "            500  00 

"    28,  "  Lyman  Buzzell,  "            550  00 

Feb.    7,  "  John  G.  Sanborn,    "  "          2,000  00 

"       AmasaCopp,          "  "          1,000  00 

"    19,      Calvin  Sanborn,      "  1,C00  00 

"            Martin  L.  Sanborn, "  500  00 

a     u    u          w.  Sanborn,  "  "          1,000  00 

"    21,     James  H.  Buzzell,  "  "          1,000  00 

"    23,  "  Laura  A.  Weeks,    "  "             100  00 

"    24,  "  Armine  D.  Paul,     "  "            650  00 

"    19,  "  Calvin  Sanborn,     "  "            300  00 

Of  State  Treasurer,  U.  S.  Bounty,  90  00 

"  Savings  Bank  fund,  181  06 

"  Literary  fund,  59  27 

"  William  Sawyer,  28  74 

"  George  L.  Wentworth,  for  old  iron,  2  45 

"  County  of  Carroll,  979  04 

<^  William  A.  Maleham,  71  50 

"  Treasurer  of  1868,  943  14 

"  Collector  for  1864,  4  95 

"       «        "    1865,  19  51 

"       "       "    1866,  58  49 

«       "       "    1867,  375  00 

^'       "       "    1868,  1,721  00 

"       «       "    1869,  8,689  79 


$28,733  62 

Amount  received  by  the  Treasurer,  $28,733  62 

"     paid  out  to  March  1,  1870,  27,934  25 


Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  to  this  date,        $799  37 
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TOWN  OP  WAKEFIELD  FOR  LIABILITIES. 
Dr. 

Due  the  State,  balance  of  State  tax,  for  1869,  $200  00 


**    several  school  districts,  money  unex- 
pended for  1869,  115  50 
"    F.  W.  B.  Society,  ministerial  fund 

for  1867,  17  91 
"    several  religious  societies,  interest 

on  ministerial  fund  for  1870,  53  73 
"    several  school  districts,  interest  on 

school  fund,  .44  25 

"  Oliver  L.  Allen,  on  note  or  order,  321  18 
"    James  0.  Applebee,  on  note  or  order,       134  62 

"    Emily  A.  Cook,  on  note  or  order,  323  30 

"    John  Clark,  1,000  00 

"    Mahala  Durrell,  380  00 

"    Eliza  Furber,  359  39 

"    Mary  Garland,  68  00 

"    Jonathan  Gage,  239  30 

"    David  Grant,  250  U 

"    Abby  G.  Hutchins,  426  16 

"    Betsey  L.  Hutchins,  252  90 

"    Nancy  P.  Hutchins,  79  50 

"    Susan  Hutchins,  925  38 

"    Elijah  Horn,  563  92 

^»    Frank  Hobbs.  1,755 

"    Martha  B.  Horn,  338  84 

Sarah  A.  Kimball,  260  76 

"    Elijah  A.  Lane,  445  20 

"    Harrison  Libbey,  1,420  40 

"    T.  W.  Lyford,  853  30 

"    Harriet  A.  Maleham,  590  42 

"    Joseph  Maleham,  106  00 

"    William  A.  Maleham,  50  00 

"    E.  H.  Paul,  106  00 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$11,681  n 
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Amount  brought  forward^  $11,681  12 

Due  John  Paul  on  note,  300  00 

Nathaniel  Paul,  1,030  00 

B.  Penny,  439  90 

"    Z.  S.  Perkins,  00 

"    S.  A.  Quimby,  121  00 

"    Richard  Rowe.  349  68 

"    Annie  H.  Sawyer,  651  90 

"    John  G.  Sanborn,  1;038  80 

"    Oliver  Seavey,  342  02 

"    A.  S.  Weeks  74  20 

"    Joseph  B.  Wiggin,  1,008  00 

"    Otis  Wiswall,  261  03 

"    Samuel  Yeaton,  200  00 

"    Lydia  Burlev,  1,025  62 

"    AmasaCopp",  3,109  17 

"    Sally  C.  Weeks,  208  00 

«    Lydia  Oilman,  488  24 

"    Moses  B.  Canney,  527  73 

"    Joseph  Maleham,  308  50 

"    Albert  L.  Dow,  102  50 

"    Frank  Hobbs,  512  91 

"    Jacob  Lock,  101  50 

"    Nathan  J.  Weeks,  101  50 

William  H.  Lord,  202  00 

"    John  Clark,  101  00 

Hiram  Lord,  555  50 

Sylvester  G.  Canney,  504  00 

Lyman  Buzzell,  553  00 

John  G.  Sanborn,  2,008  32 

*^    Calvin  Sanborn,  1,001  82 

Calvin  Sanborn,  306  60 

"    Martin  L.  Sanborn,  500  88 

"    Amy  W.  Sanborn,  1,001  82 

"    James  H.  Buzzell,  1,001  77 


Amount  carried  forward,  $32,236  03 
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Amount  brought  forwardy  '^  ^  ^■  '^'^^■■''^^'^^16^^^  03 
Due  Laura  A.  Weeks,  100  24 

"    A.  D.  Paul,  650  75 

"    I.  T.  Clark,  when  he  settles  his  list 

of  taxes  for  1867,  50  00 

"    I.  T.  Clark,  when  he  settles  list  of 

taxes  for  1868,  60,00 
"    George  H.  Gage,  when  he  settles  list 

of  taxes  for  1869,  30  00 

Amount  of  liabilities,  $33,100  97 

By  moneys  due  the  town,  7,663  17 


Leaving  a  balance  against  the  town  of     $25,437  80 

TOWN  OF  WAKEFIELD,  BY  MONEYS  DUB. 

Due  from  L  T.  Clark,  on  his  tax  list  for  1865,     $4  76 

"            "                "          "  1866,      2  20 

"             "               «          "  1867,    125  00 

«            "               «         "  1868,    601  00 

"  from  George  H.  Gage,  on  his  tax 

list  for  1869,  2,881  84 

U.  S.  Government  for  bounties,  3,000  00 

County  of  Carroll,  250  00 

Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  799  37 


$7,663  17 


RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  State  Tax  in  part,  $2,002  00 

"  County  Tax,  1,903  53 

"  Schools,  1,184  45 

"  Town  Paupers,  812  86 

"  County  Paupers,  983  94 

"  Highways  and  Bridges,  1,825  14 


Amount  carried  forward^ 


$8,711  92 
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Amount  brought  fortvard,  |8 , 7 11  92 

Paid  Breaking  roads  in  1868,  118  45 

"       1869,  1,291  45 

"    Abatements,  227  76 

"    Incidentals,  •           95  52 

"    TDwn  Notes  and  Interest,  16,998  85 

"    Outstanding  Pauper  bills,  165  50 

"  Religious  Societies,  35  82 
"    Collector  non-resident  highway  taxes, 

paid  in  labor,  38  58 

"    Town  Officers,  250  40 

$27,934  25 

RECEIVED. 

By  balance  from  Treasurer  for 

1868,  $943  14 
"  proceeds  of  Town  Notes,  15,509  68 
"  State  Literary  Fund,  59  27 
"  Savings  Banks,  181  06 
"  William  Sawyer,  28  74 
"    U.  S.  Government  Bounties,     90  00 

County  of  Carroll,  979  04 

"    of  George  L.  Wentworth,  for 

old  iron,  2  45 

of  William  A.  Maleham,  71  50 

"    I.  T.  Clark,  Col.  for  1864,  4  95 

"    I.  T.  Clark,    "    "    1865,  19  51 

"    I.  T.  Clark,    "    "  1866,  58  49 

I.  T.  Clark,  ^'  1867,  375  00 
"  I.  T.  Clark,  "  1868,  1,721  00 
"    received  of  Geo.  H.  Gage,  , 

1869,  8,689  79 

  $28733  62 
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Received, 
Paid  out, 


$28,733  62 
27,934  25 


In  Treasury 


$799  47 


ELIJAH    WADLEIGH,)  Selectmen 
EBENEZER    GARVIN,  V  of 
JAMES  McN.  COOK,     )  Wakefield. 


March  3,  1870. 


We,  the  subscribers,  having  this  day  carefully  ex- 
amined the  foregoing  accounts  of  the  Selectmen  and 
Treasurer,  report  that  we  find  them  correctly  cast 
and  well  vouched. 


WHO  HAVE  BEEN  HELPED  AS  SUCH  THE  PAST  TEAR  :  — 


ALVAH  H.  SAWYER,  )  Auditors 
MORRILL  B.  SMITH,  [  of 
JOHN  W.  SANBORN,  j  Wakefield, 


NAMES  OF  TOWN  PAUPERS 


Rhoda  K.  Withara, 


Louisa  Nutter, 
Daniel  Quimby, 


Jane  Waldron, 
Child  of  Benj.  Allen, 
Harriet  S.  Cook, 
Betsey  Dame. 


Mary  Wentworth, 
Sally  Philbrick, 


REPORT 

OF  THB 
OF  THB 

TOWN  OF  WAKEFIELD. 
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REPORT. 


In  an  agricultural  community  like  our  own,  it  is  some- 
times intimated  that  the  interests  of  education  cannot  be 
well  sustained,  because  there  are  not  pecuniary  resources 
sufficient  to  keep  schools  in  constant  operation  ;  and  the 
children  and  youth  are  so  early  initiated  into  the  arts  of 
industr^s  it  is  thought  that  they  may  not  be  expected  to 
make  very  great  progress  in  their  education.  But  wh}^? 
Is  it  supposed  that  there  is  something  in  these  early  toils 
that  will  repress  the  aspirings  of  youthful  minds?  Indo- 
lence, and  luxury,  and  intemperance,  with  their  kindred 
vices,  have  a  depressing  and  debasing  influence,  and  often 
destroy  the  capacit}^  for  high  attainments  ;  but  never  has 
it  been  found  that  a  reasonable  amount  of  work  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  has  had  a  tendency  to  dwarf  either  the 
bodies  or  the  minds  of  youth.  The  curse  that  has  so 
long  rested  on  the  laboring  class  has  been  partially  re- 
moved ;  it  is  now  seen  that  the  direst  effects  of  the  apos- 
tasy are  experienced  by  the  opposite  class.  In  the  prog- 
ress of  events,  we  have  agricultural  schools  and  colleges. 
They  are  effecting  an  important  change,  so  that  we  may 
expect  to  have,  not  only  "  learned  blacksmiths,"  but 
learned  artisans,  and  skilful  laborers  in  all  the  industrial 
enterprises  ;  and  that  the  demand  for  men,  like  the  Ro- 
man Cincinnatus,  who  shall  have  a  controlling  influence  in 
the  government  of  the  nation,  will  at  length  be  met.  If 
it  may  be  said,  not  onl}^  that  he  who  with  strong  arms  clears 
awaj^  the  primeval  forest,  and  lets  in  the  light  of  the  sun 
upon  his  mountain  home,  or  he  who  causes  his  broad 
fields  on  the  prairie  to  bloom  and  whiten  in  richer  lovli- 
ness,  but  "  he  who  makes  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow 
where  but  one  grew  before,  is  a  benefactor,"  then  truly 
such  work  should  be  regarded  as  ennobling.  We  cannot 
fully  estimate  its  importance.    It  involves  the  material 
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interests  of  the  whole  nation,  and  of  the  civilized  world, 
Jt  furnishes  the  daily  bread  of  the  whole  race.  We  ac- 
credit to  those  who  are  born  heirs  of  wealth  in  cities  and 
larger  towns  superior  advantages  in  their  permanent 
schools;  but  we  will  not  undervalue  the  birthright  of  the 
children  who  breathe  the  vital  air  among  the  granite  hills. 
In  just  such  schools  as  are  provided  for  them,  youthful 
minds  have  been  started  on  their  career  of  high  attain- 
ments, and  have  become  prepared  for  an  honorable  ser-  ^ 
vice  in  the  most  responsible  relations. 

Some  of  the  brightest  gems  may  still  be  found  among 
the  mountains.  The  blocks  of  marble  and  granite  even, 
that  are  rough-hewed  there,  ma}^  be  wrought  into  the 
fairest  temple.  In  one  respect  at  least,  the  children 
in  our  communities  have  an  advantage  over  those  who 
live  amid  the  smoke  and  confusion  of  the  crowded  city. 
The}'  commence  their  education  before  they  enter  the  school, 
with  the  book  of  nature  open  before  them,  and  surrounded 
with  objects  just  as  God  made  them.  Here,  the  parent  or 
teacher  who  loves  to  watch  the  operations  of  inquisitive  J 
minds,  finds  a  most  favorable  opportunit}^  to  try  an  ex- 
periment in  object  teaching.  The}^  gaze  on  objects  that 
are  arrayed  in  all  their  sublimity  and  beauty, 'and  that 
cannot  fail  to  awaken  admiration,  and  prompt  a  desire  to 
know  more  about  the  works  and  ways  of  their  glorious 
Author.  That  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  field  and  the 
garden,  which  is  thus  early  acquired,  is  in  itself  an  impor- 
tant part  of  a  useful  education.  By  it  susceptible  minds 
are  expanded  and  invigorated  for  higher  attainments. 

Our  schools  are  generally  too  limited  in  their  operations. 
They  still  need  to  be  greatly  improved, but  they  have  accom- 
plished a  good  work  in  past  time.  The}^  are  still  confer- 
ring blessings  on  the  rising  race.  We  will  be  thankful  for 
the  good  results  that  have  been  witnessed  in  their  opera 
tions  the  past  year. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Summer  Term.  —  Length  6  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  20  ;  average  attendance  18  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
18  ;  of  dismissals  8  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  11. 


Teacher,  Miss  Lizzie  C.  Farnum.  —  Miss  Farnum  kept  a 
good  school.  Instruction  was  given  in  first  rudiments  with 
care,  good  order  was  maintained,  progress  of  the  school 
was  very  good. 

Winter  Term.  —  Length  —  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  26  ;  average  attendance  23  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
16  ;  of  dismissal  11  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  10. 

Teacher,  Miss  Anna  R.  Estes.  —  This  school,  under  the 
care  of  a  teacher  who  was  thought  to  be  well  qualified, 
and  who  has  kept  several  schools  with  good  success,  was 
found  in  a  prosperous  state  at  the  commencement  of  the 
term.  When  it  was  last  visited,  there  was  evidence  of  im- 
provement, but  the  result  was  not  altogether  satisfactory. 
A  want  of  active  interest,  and  of  a  spirit  of  prompt  and 
cheerful  subordination  in  some  pupils  seemed  to  indicate 
that  harmony  is  still  wanting  in  the  counsels  of  the  dis- 
trict. An  institution  like  the  district  school,  involving 
such  important  interests,  needs,  and  it  ought  to  have,  the 
kindest  co-operation  of  parents  and  committees,  of  teacher* 
and  scholars.  Only  a  partial  interruption  may  make  the 
teacher's  work  a  discouraging  task,  and  cause  the  exercises 
of  the  school  to  drag  on  heavily.  It  occasions  a  wicked 
waste,  for  which  somebody  is  held  accountable.  This 
school  is  now  in  operation. 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Summer  Term. — Length  11  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  37;  average  attendance  27;  instances  of  tardiness 
94  ;  of  dismission  53. 

Teacher,  Miss  Charlotte  J.  Maleham. — Miss  Maleham 
has  taught  two  terms  before  in  this  district  with  good  suc- 
cess. She  sustained  the  operations  of  the  school  during 
this  term  with  a  renewed  energy,  and  with  very  manifest 
good  results.  A  good  class  in  history,  and  the  classes  in 
geography  sustained  the  interest  of  these  studies  in  the 
examination.  A  class  of  two  attended  to  natural  philos- 
ophy. 

Winter  Term, — Length  14  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  33  ;  average  attendance  27  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
24  ;  of  dismissal  34 ;  not  absent  one  half  day  1. 
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Teacher,Mr.  Charles  W.  Sanborn.  —  This  school  is  still 
in  operation,  and  lias  had  only  a  partial  examination.  The 
teacher  has  directed  the  operations  of  the  school  with  char- 
acteristic energy,  and  given  thorough  instruction.  In  the 
examination  of  the  classes  in  arithmetic  there  was  evi- 
dence that  they  had  been  drilled  with  reference  to  a  prac- 
tical application  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  recitation. 
The  class  in  geography  had  been  required  to  draw  out- 
line maps.  We  regard  this  as  a  \eYy  useful  exercise,  not 
only  because  it  tends  to  fix  a  more  definite  knowledge  of 
places,  but  because  it  is  a  partial  substitute  for  lessons  in 
drawing.  Such  lessons  ouglit  to  receive  more  attention. 
The  exercises  of  the  examination  were  sustained  with  credit. 
Good  order  and  discipline  were  maintained.  A  class 
of  six  recited  in  algebra,  and  one  in  Latin.  We  have  not 
generally  regarded  this  as  a  difficult  school,  but  the  teacher 
had  forces  in  reserve  for  an  emergenc}^  and  we  are  happy 
•  to  report  him  as  "master  of  the  situation." 


DISTRICT  No.  3. 


Fall  Term.  —  Length  12  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 13  :  average  attendance  9  ;  instances  of  tardiness  18  ; 
dismissal  9  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  1. 

Teacher,  Miss  Jane  Cook.  —  This  small  district  was 
favored  with  the  instruction  of  an  efficient  and  thorough 
teacher.  In  her  order  of  exercises  ever}^  part  of  the  teach- 
er's work  seemed  to  receive  some  due  share  of  attention  i 
with  a  regard  to  the  age  and  attainments  of  her  pupils. 
The  Committee  beg  permission  to  remind  the  citizens  of 
this  district,  that  the  inside  finish  of  their  schoolhouse  has 
been  neglected  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  They  cannot 
all  feel  the  personal  interest  of  those  who  have  children 
to  send  there  ;  but  they  are,  we  trust,  all  patrons  of  learn- 
ing. Somebody's  children  will  need  to  be  educated  there. 
It  is  a  good  and  honorable  work  to  make  a  schoolhouse 
pleasant  and  comfortable. 
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DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Summer  Term. — Length  7  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  17  ;  average  attendance  13  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
122  :  of  dismissal  46 ;  not  absent  one  half  day  5. 

Winter  Term.  —  Length  7  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 11  ;  average  attendance  9  ;  instances  of  tardiness  46; 
of  dismissal  18 ;  not  absent  one  half  day  1. 

Teacher,  of  both  terms,  Miss  Mary  E.  Garvin.  —  This 
was  the  first  school  of  a  young  teacher  in  her  home  dis- 
trict. At  the  commencement  of  the  school  there  were  in- 
dications of  good  success.  The  teacher  was  active  in  her 
efforts  to  impart  instruction,  and  maintained  good  order. 
There  was  evidence  in  the  examination  at  the  close  of  each 
term,  that  the  scholars  then  present  had  made  improve- 
ment that  was  very  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  schol- 
ars. We  regret  the  necessity  of  again  reporting  some  dis- 
satisfaction in  this  school,  and  the  withdrawal  of  some  of 
the  scholars.  When  it  is  supposed  that  there  is  just  cause 
for  dissatisfaction,  we  think  that  some  different  mode  of 
seeking  redress  would  be  more  honorable,  and  better  for 
all  concerned. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Fall  Term.  —  Length  17  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars 21  ;  average  attendance  16  ;  instances  of  tardiness  30  ; 
of  dismissal  12. 

Teacher,  Miss  Maria  B.  Estes.  — This  district  had  but 
one  term,  extending  tlirough  the  fall  into  winter.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  term  the  indications  were  favorable. 
1?he  school  was  organized  under  good  regulations.  At  the 
closing  examination,  only  a  part  of  the  pupils  were  pres- 
ent. The  other  part  were  absent  on  leave  to  attend  the 
examination  of  another  school.  The  visit  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  not  expected  on  that  day.  In  the  examination  of 
those  present,  there  was  evidence  of  good  improvement. 
It  is  thought  that  the  teacher  gave  general  satisfaction. 
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DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Summer  Term. — Length  10  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  16  ;  average  attendance  14  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
42  ;  of  dismissal  14  ;  number  not  absent  one  half  day  1. 

Teacher,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Sanders. — This  teacher  per- 
formed her  duty  with  persevering  fidelity,  and  with  mani- 
fest good  results.  The  order  and  progress  of  the  school 
were  creditable. 

Whiter  Term.  —  Length  —  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  21  ;  average  attendance  17;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 5  ;  of  dismissal  3  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  2. 

Teacher^  Miss  Betsky  A.  Canney. —  This  school  is  still 
in  a  state  of  progress.  It  has  been  visited  twice.  The 
teacher  was  found  at  work  with  a  purpose.  We  feel  assured 
that  an  awakened  interest  will  be  sustained,  and  that  it 
will  be  brought  to  a  close  with  very  good  success. 


DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Summer  Term. —  Length  7  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  18  ;  average  attendance  16;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 10  ;  of  dismissal  5  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  7. 

Teacher,  Miss  Hattie  A.  A.  Brooks. —  This  was  the 
first  school  of  a  new  teacher,  kept  4n  her  home  dis- 
trict. Her  kind  interest  in  her  pupils,  and  her  faithful 
endeavors  to  communicate  instruction,  resulted  in  the 
manifest  improvement  of  the  school ;  but  the  results  in 
discipline  were  not  quite  satisfactory.  AYe  trust  that 
with  a  firmer  purpose  in  government,  she  will  persevere 
and  become  a  very  useful  teacher.  * 

Winter  Term.  —  Length  9  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  21;  average  attendance  16;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 6  ;  of  dismissal  none. 

Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  A.  Hobbs. —  This  teacher  pos- 
sesses some  good  qualifications.  The  order  and  progress 
of  her  school  were  thought  to  be  commendable. 
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DISTRICT  No.  8. 

Summer  Term. —  Length  18  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  18;  average  attendance  13;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 35  ;  of  dismissal  30  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  4. 

Teacher,  Miss  Lucy  A.  Hill. —  This  is  the  third -sum- 
mer this  teacher  has  taught  the  school  in  her  home  dis- 
trict with  good  success.  She  conducted  the  exercises  of 
the  school  with  active  interest  and  increasing  skill. 

In  the  examination  there  was  very  satisfactory  evidence 
of  good  improvement.  Grood  order  was  maintained.  The 
register  contains  a  commendation  in  behalf  of  14  pupils 
in  this  school,  who  did  not  whisper  during  the  term. 

Winter  Term. —  Length  12  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  14 ;  average  attendance  13;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 9  ;  of  dismissal  1  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  6. 

Teacher,  Miss  Lucie  A.  Jenness. — B}^  her  active  en- 
ergy, this  teacher  awakened  an  interest  in  the  exercises  of 
the  school  that  was  well  sustained.  There  was  evidence 
in  the  examination  of  thorough  instruction,  and  of  some 
due  regard  to  first  rudiments.  She  kept  an  excellent 
school.  One  pupil  pursued  the  study  of  algebra  and 
geometr^^ 

DISTRICT  No.  9. 

This  district  has  made  another  experiment  of  the 
graded  system  in  their  school  with  good  success. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term. — Length  7  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  41  ;  average  attendance  3t? ;  instances  of  tardiness 
39  ;  of  dismissal  54;  not  absent  one  half  day  14. 

Winter  Term.  —  Length  8  weeks  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  31  ;  average  attendance  27  ;  instances  of  tardiness 
56  ;  of  dismissal  47  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  6. 

Teacher  of  both  terms.  Miss  Laura  A.  Fall. — Miss 
Fall  has  sustained  the  interests  of  this  school  during  the 
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whole  year,  including  two  terms  of  private  tuition,  with 
very  commendable  success.  The  improvement  of  her  pu- 
pils is  thought  to  be  good. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term.  —  Length  7  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  18  ;  average  attendance  15  ;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 9  ;  of  dismissal  23  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  6. 

Teacher,  Miss  A.  S.  Whitney.  —  We  regard  Miss 
Whitney  as  a  good  teacher.  The  school  made  improve- 
ment under  her  faithful  care,  but  she  did  not  give  full 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Winter  Term.  —  Length  8  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  31  ;  average  attendance  28^;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 8  ;  of  dismissal  87 ;  not  absent  one  half  day  8. 

Teacher,  Miss  Martha  E.  Lincoln.  —  Miss  Lincoln  is 
a  well  accredited,  and  thorough  teacher.  Bj^  her  active 
energy,  she  awakened  and  sustained  an  increasing  interest 
in  the  exercises  of  this  school.  The  results  were  very  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Committee  who  had  the  special  care  of  the 
school  in  this  district.  Instruction  was  given  in  the  High 
School  in  Physiolog}-,  Book-keeping,  Algebra,  and  Latin. 
Both  schools  had  two  private  terms,  which  were  free  for 
the  whole  district.  The  good  work  that  has  been  so  suc- 
cessfully commenced,  and  sustained  by  the  generous 
liberality  of  the  citizens  of  Union,  is  full  of  interest. 

So  much  valuable  instruction,  combining,  we  trust,  the 
religious  element,  cannot  fail  to  become  a  lasting  blessing 
to  the  youthful  generation  thus  highly  favored. 

Let  these  schools  be  guarded  by  a  vigilant  Committee, 
who  shall  provide  well  qualified  teachers,  who  are  willing 
to  be  held  responsible  for  good  instruction,  and  good  dis- 
cipline, and  they  will  become  an  example  for  the  whole 
town. 

DISTRICT  No.  la. 

Winter  Term.  —  Length  10  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars  10;  average  attendance  9;  instaLces  of  tardiness 
25  J  of  dismissal  30  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  1. 
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Teacher,  Mr.  George  W.  Deland.  —  This  was  the  first 
trial  of  a  new  teacher,  who  directed  the  operations  of  this 
school  under  some  disadvantages.  Had  it  been  the  pur- 
pose of  all  in  the  district  at  the  commencement  of  the 
term,  to  have  a  good  school,  we  think  the  success  of  the 
teacher  would  have  been  good.  Certainly,  the  few  who 
were  present  at  the  close  of  the  school,  sustained  an  ex- 
amination with  much  credit.  But  the  prosperity  of  this 
school  was  partially  interrupted,  by  a  want  of  union  in  the 
counsels  of  the  district,  which  resulted  in  the  withdrawal 
of  a  part  of  the  scholars.  A  division  in  a  district  no 
larger  than  this,  makes  it  like  a  house  divided  against  it- 
self. Let  a  generous  spirit  of  harmony  prevail  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  good  results  will  be  seen  in  the  prosperous 
state  of  the  school. 

DISTRICT  No.  11. 

Summer  Term. —  Length  5  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  17 ;  average  attendance  14 ;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 2  ;  of  dismissal  4  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  10. 

Winter  Term. —  Length  8  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars  19  ;  average  attendance  16  ;  instances  of  tardi- 
ness 8  ;  of  dismissal  10  ;  not  absent  one  half  day  6. 

Teacher  of  both  terms,  Miss  E-ose  A.  Merrow. —  In 
conducting  the  exercises  of  this  school,  the  teacher's 
prompt  and  active  interest  awakened  a  corresponding 
spirit  in  her  pupils.  At  the  close  of  each  term  the  evi- 
dence of  improvement  was  creditable.  We  commend  the 
skilful  method  of  the  teacher  in  imparting  instruction 
orall}^  to  a  young  class  in  grammar  and  geography,  who 
had  not  used  a  text-book.  The  class  manifested  a  very 
lively  interest  in  their  examination.  What  they  had 
learned  in  these  branches  did  not  divert  their  attention 
from  other  lessons.  This  school,  so  increased  in  numbers 
and  in  interest,  will,  we  are  assured,  continue  to  advance 
under  the  care  of  good  teachers.  We  should  be  glad  to 
report  that  the  inside  finish  of  the  schoolhouse  is  com- 
pleted. 
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Whole  number  of  scholars  connected  with  the  schools 
during  the"3'ear  306  ;  average  attendance  213. 

We  are  not  furnished  with  the  items  necessary  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  expended  for  each  scholar,  but  for  the 
year  previous  to  the  last,  it  was  three  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents.  It  will  be  a  little  more  for  the  last  3^ear.  This 
amount  expended  for  the  cultivation  of  an  intelligent 
mind,  contrasted  with  what  is  expended  annually  for  food 
and  raiment  of  the  frail  body,  certainly  does  not  appear 
over  generous. 

One  hundred  and  two  are  reported  by  the  teachers  as 
not 'absent  one-half  day  during  their  terms.  This  truly 
is  a  very  creditable  record  for  one-third  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  scholars.  The  instances  of  tardiness,  six  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  demand  the  attention  of  parents.  They 
are  charged  principally  to  a  few  districts.  What  mer- 
chant, or  mechanic,  or  farmer  would  be  satisfied  with  such  a 
want  of  punctuality  ?  If  it  were  practiced  by  his  own  chil- 
dren they  would  be  corrected ;  and  if  by  others  they  would 
be  dismissed  from  his  employment.  In  a  few  schools  dis- 
missals seem  to  have  become  the  rule,  and  attention 
through  the  whole  session  the  exception.  We  think  the 
dismission  should  be  the  exception.  Parents  may  have 
different  views.  But  children  who  are  old  enough 
to  be  sent  to  school  will  not,  we  think,  be  injured 
by  remaining  through  the  whole  session  with  the 
due  care  of  teachers  to  make  sufficient  changes  in  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  school.  It  will  be  better  for  the  children 
and  less  trouble  for  the  teacher  when  the  rule  becomes 
established. 

Your  Committee,  not  from  any  mere  love  of  change, 
have  recommended  a  change  in  the  series  of  readers  used 
in  the  schools.  The  Progressive  series  had  been  used  for 
a  longer  course  of  ^^ears  than  usual,  and  the  desire  for  a 
change  had  often  been  intimated  as  essential' to  the  best 
interests  of  the  schools.  The  National  series  of  Headers, 
and  Speller  by  Watson  and  Parker  have  been  introduced ; 
and  by  the  aid  of  teachers,  almost  an  entire  exchange  has 
been  made  throughout  the  schools.    The  new  books  have 
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been  received  with  favor,  and  have,  we  trust,  awakened 
some  new  interest  in  the  reading  exercises. 

The  terms  of  the  schools,  on  the  average,  have  been  a  lit- 
tle longer  than  for  several  past  years.  The  teachers  em- 
ploj'ed  have  discharged  their  duty  generally  with  a  good 
measure  of  fidelity.  We  have  had  some  excellent  schools. 
In  others  there  were  some  partial  interruptions,  and  the  re- 
sults were  not  quite  satisfactor3\  But  we  do  not  think 
that  teachers  ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  all  the  de- 
fects of  the  schools.  A  work  so  full  of  interest  often  in- 
volves difficulties,  to  which  a  load  of  oppression  may  be 
added,  by  a  want  of  the  kind  co-operation  and  the  una- 
nimity of  parents.  Young  teachers,  who  love  this  work, 
and  who  make  some  due  estimate  of  its  intrinsic  impor- 
tance, will  not  think  it  strange  that  they  are  again  re- 
minded of  the  duty  to  improve  their  qualifications  in  the 
best  possible  manner.  The  standard  of  qualifications  is 
raised,  with  a  special  reference  to  a  more  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  rudiments  of  learning,  rather  than  to  more  ex- 
tended attainments  in  higher  branches.  The  Teachers' 
County  Institute  affords  an  opportunity  for  improving 
good  qualifications,  and  it  ought  to  be  secured  when  it  is 
consistent.  We  received  notice  of  the  session  at  Tarn  worth 
only  a  few  da3^s  before  it  met.  We  did  not  regard  it  as  rea- 
sonable at  that  time,  that  teachers'who  had  just  commenced 
a  short  term,  should  be  required  to  leave  their  schools,  and 
go  there  at  their  own  charges.  We  think,  however,  that 
it  would  be  good  econora}^  for  each  district  to  send  their 
teacher  to  a  session  of  the  County  Institute,  at  their  own 
expense,  and  let  the  school  wait  for  the  improved  qualifi- 
cations with  which  he  will  direct  its  operations. 

We  regret  that  it  is  necessary  to  remind  parents  and 
Prudential  Committees  that  their  visits  have  been  less 
frequent  during  the  past  year.  In  some  districts  the 
neglect  has  been  almost  entire.  Why  should  it  be  so  ? 
They  have  often  been  assured  that  their  visits  afford  en- 
ourageraent  to  teachers  and  scholars,  and  that  they  have 
an  influence  in  sustaining  an  awakened  interest  in  the 
operations  of  the  school. 
Teachers  are  employed  for  the  very  purpose  of  aid! nor 
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parents  in  the  education  of  their  children.  Why  should 
they  not  manifest  an  interest  in  their  work,  and  see  that  it 
is  faithfully  done? 

Never  before  have  our  schools  performed  their  opera- 
tions with  better  success ;  and  never  before  was  their  influ- 
ence so  important  in  preparing  the  youthful  generation 
for  the  destiny  to  which  they  are  born.  They  need  to 
be  greatly  improved.  Grateful  for  what  they  have  ac- 
complished the  past  year,  let  it  be  the  generous  purpose  of 
every  parent  and  every  good  citizen  to  sustain  them  in 
renewed  vigor  for  the  work  of  coming  years.  They  are 
the  children's  inheritance,  which  must  be  faithfully  trans- 
mitted with  all  their  endowments.  They  ought  to  be 
guarded  by  that  incessant  vigilance  by  which  the  patriot 
attests  his  love  of  liberty.  The  Bible  is  one  of  their  en- 
dowments. The  right  to  possess  it  and  to  retain  it  in  the 
schools  is  given  by  its  divine  Author.  The  ''things  that  are 
revealed  belong  to  us  and  to  our  children. "  But  in  the 
history  of  the  noble  institutions  founded  by  the  Pilgrims 
of  New  England,  we  have  come  to  a  crisis  in  which  this 
right  is  called  in  question.  When  our  system  of  public 
schools  is  sustained  with  sucli  unexampled  liberality  and  is 
extending  with  such  rapidity,  and  producing  results  that 
awaken  admiration  as  it  reaches  benighted  minds,  and  its 
influence  is  like  the  liglit  of  the  morning  to  many  thou- 
sands of  Freedmen,  and  is  inspiring  liope  for  millions 
more  who  are  still  shrouded  in  ignorance,  the  impious  de- 
mand is  made  that  the  Bible  should  be  taken  from  the 
schools.  As  well  might  they  take  the  sun  out  of  the  Co- 
^ernican  system.  The  final  results  would  not  be  more 
disastrous.  But  that  demand  has  been  made  in  some  of 
our  larger  eitles.  It  is  pitiable  to  know  that  any  Protes- 
tant teachers  of  science  and  religion  have  parleyed  with 
^the  foe,  and  have  givefi  their  consent  to  make  trial  of  the 
•wicked  device.  The  schools  and  the  seminaries  of  learn- 
iing,  enriched  with  all  the  accumulated  wisdom  of  the 
agt  s,  without  the  Bible  inculcating  its  principles  of  a  pure 
mo  ality,  and  imparting  its  lessons  of  truth  and  mercy  to 
boi  li  teachers  and  pupils,  will  never  become  successful  in 
disseminating  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
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among  the  troubled  nations,  who  are  waiting  in  anxious 
expectation  foi*  their  redemption.  Such  an  experiment 
has  been  tried.  It  faileci,  and  the  ages  of  darkness  rolled 
on  while  the  reign  of  tyranny  was  maintained  by  the  same 
power  that  now  attempts  to  usurp  the  dominion  and  de- 
stroy our  S3'stem  of  free  schools.  That  is  its  aim  now, 
openl}^  avowed.  It  is  a  work  of  darkness,  and  the  antag- 
onistic forces  combined  in  Romanism  and  infidelity  are 
now  operating  with  all  the  deceivableness  of  unrighteous- 
ness. The  methods  by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished  are 
planned  with  Jesuitical  skill  in  the  secret  conclave  of  an 
Ecumenical  Council.  And  how  is  this  new  conspiracy 
against  our  schools,  and  in  effect  against  all  our  civil  in- 
stitutions to  be  resisted? 

In  New  England,  where  the  first  schoolhouse  was 
erected  by  the  side  of  the  church,  and  the  first  college  was 
established  with  a  special  reference  to  the  interests  of  re- 
vealed religion,  we  trust  that  such  an  arrogant  interference 
with  our  dearest  rights,  will  be  met  in  a  moral  conflict  tliat 
will  extend  from  the  city  to  every  school  district  in  the 
country.  This  invasion  of  the  children's  rights  —  this 
seizing  of  the  altar  of  liberty  with  unhallowed  hands 
ought  everywhere  to  be  rebuked  —  calmly,  but  with  a 
steadfast  purpose. 

There  are  scenes  of  deepening  interest,  to  which  the 
youthful  generation  is  hastening.  The  enterprises  by 
which  material  interests  are  affected,  and  the  systems  of 
human  government  are  modified,  or  changed,  are  urged 
forward  with  accelerated  motion.  They  are  soon  to  be  the 
chief  actors  in  such  enterprises,  and  to  sustain  responsible 
relations,  in  which  they  may  need,  not  only  the  wisdom  of 
patriots,  but  the  unswerving  constancy  of  martyrs.  It  is 
our  work  to  prepare  them  for  such  a  destiny.  Without 
the  Bible  in  the  school^,  and  the  ordinances  of  religion 
well  sustained,  it  cannot  be  faithfully  performed.  But  we 
believe  in  the  purposes  of  God.  The  powers  of  darkness 
will  be  confounded,  and  the  reign  of  tyranny  will  at  length 
cease.  Our  system  of  free  schools  will  be  perpetuated  to 
the  latest  generation.  Operating  in  concert  with  tlie  in- 
stitutions of  the  gospel,  it  will  become  instrumental  in 
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communicating  all  that  is  good  and  usefill  in  hun  tn 
knowledge,  and  extend  an  enlightening  and  redeeming  in- 
fluence to  eveiy  part  of  the  nation  ;  and,  at  length,  when 
the  merciful  designs  of  Heaven  are  fully  accomplished,  and 
the  teachers'  work  perfected,  the  whole  race  will  be  educa- 
ted, and  the  knowledge  of  God  and  his  salvation  will  be 
extended  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 


NATHANIEL  BARKER 
CHAS.  A.  VARNEY, 


S.  Committee, 


Wakefield,  Feb.  26,  1870. 


